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Musical Legend Maurice 
Johnson Tribute

Stop The Silence

GSU Shooting Difficult 
for Academia

See Hogg, P.11

Brown  
To Take 
Exam

By Eddie D. Gillis
Monroe Police De-

partment Executive 
Officer Reggie Brown 
has won his legal chal-
lenge to take the up-
coming Monroe Chief 
of Police exam next 
month. Brown’s chal-
lenge was held at the 
Safety Center on MLK 
Boulevard Tuesday af-
ternoon. There was a 
discussion prior to the 
event, as members of 
the Monroe Municipal 
Fire and Police Civil 
Service Board and at-
torneys for Brown, got 
into a discussion as 
to whether the Board 
was having a hear-
ing, or something else. 
That was because 

Mrs. Nola F. Green 
Respected, Admired, 

Appreciated
On Saturday, Oc-

tober 28, 2017, Mrs. 
Nola Faye Green was 
called home to be with 
the Lord surrounded 
by her loving family. 
Mrs. Green was origi-
nally from Farmerville, 
LA, but spent much of 
her life in Monroe, LA. 
Her funeral services are 

Saturday, November 4, 
2017 at 11:00 a.m. at 
Little Flower of Jesus 
Catholic Church, 600 
So. 16th St. in Monroe, 
LA, with viewing at 9:30 
a.m. prior to the funeral 
service. Visitation is Fri-
day, November 3, 1 – 6 
p.m. at Miller’s Funeral 

Mrs. Nola Faye Green

See Green, P.9

By Eddie D. Gillis
Grambling State Uni-

versity President Rick 
Gallot is in a difficult 
position following the re-
cent shooting deaths of 
two men on the school’s 
campus. As president 
of Grambling, many in 
the area see Gallot as 
being the best choice 
as a university leader 
for Grambling in a long 
time. Attendance is up at 
Grambling.  It was home-
coming weekend for the 
school, as everyone was 
in a festive mood. Howev-
er, the shooting deaths of 
Earl Andrews and Mon-

quiarious Caldwell, both 
23 years old, changed all 
of that. A suspect identi-
fied as Jaylin M. Wayne 
is in custody. The alleged 
shooter has already hired 
his defense team, as law 
enforcement authori-
ties build a case against 
Wayne. President Gallot 
who enjoys tremendous 
support among students 
and faculty at Grambling 
is offering counseling to 
students who are having 
a hard time coping with 
the shooting, since it 
happened in the quiet of 
the night. Grambling be-
ing a small university as 

compared to LSU is like a 
close-knit family or com-
munity, where just about 
everyone knows each 
other. Extra safety pre-
cautions are being tak-
en such as increased se-

Jaylin M. Wayne

See Shooting, P.9

Black Power
Nation of Islam Association of Grambling, Mon-
roe & Shreveport, LA, will present “Black Power,” 
a message to the students of GSU from Student 
Minister Nuri Muhammad on behalf of the Hon. 
Min. Louis Farrakhan on Wednesday, November 
8, 11am at T.H. Harris Auditorium, Grambling 
State University. For more information contact 
Student Minister Verbon Muhammad, Sr.  318-
387-0117.

Student Ministers Verbon and Nuri Muhammad. 
Photo dispatch

Willisha 
Miller 
Gone 

Too Soon

Willisha Monique Miller

Willisha Monique 
Miller was born August 
7, 1994 and passed to 
Glory Friday, October 
27, 2017 She was the 
daughter of Brenda 
Miller Copning-Hatfield 
and Willie Copning.  
“Lisha” as she was 
known by friends and 
family, graduated from 
Wossman High School 
in Monroe, LA and was 
a full-time mother.  She 
enjoyed family cookouts 
and spending time with 
family and friends. She 

See Miller, P.9

Tinnie Rhodes and Annie S. Staten, survivors at Sis-
ter’s Network  Conference, in Baton Rouge, LA.

Brother-in-Law Stabbed
On Monday, October 

30, a man’s truck was 
stolen in the late after-
noon. The owner of the 
truck found his truck and 
the thief somehow, which 
remains unknown. The 
man confronted the thief 
somewhere on Owl St. in 
the Booker T. Community 
in Monroe, LA. When he 
caught the thief, who was 
allegedly  his brother-in-
law, he stabbed him sev-
eral times. Upon the ar-
rival of law enforcement, 

ambulance and paramed-
ics, the victim was found 
in critical condition and 
needed to be airlifted to 
be saved. There was no 
place in the Booker T. 
Community supposedly 
where a helicopter could 
land, so the stabbing 
victim was transported 
to Renwick St. between 
Miller Funeral Home and 
Marbles Community and 
was air lifted to   Shreve-
port Hospital according 
to sources. There was not 

an official police report 
on this story reported, 
yet witnesses witnessed 
the helicopter landing 
and taking off. Thanks to 
several Dispatch sources 
who gave an account of 
this incident as best of 
their knowledge. There 
are three sides to every 
story. This was one side 
of this story. The Monroe 
Dispatch welcomes an-
other or the other side of 
this story.

Police secure area so a helicopter could land and transport an injured per-
son. Photo J. Thompson

Family Gun Squabble

Terance Elliott

Zerita Jones

In the Bible the last 
book addresses the 
things which happened 
long ago and the cur-
rent events as well. 
Many things which are 
happening have already 
been predicted which 
we’re witnessing every 
day we live. According to 
police reports on Octo-
ber 25, police contacted 
suspect Terance Elliot 
who told police that he 
and his mother Zerita 
Jones had a verbal dis-
pute where he pushed 
his mother away from 
him attempting to stop 
her actions toward him. 
His mother grabbed her 
pistol and began firing 
at him which two bullets 
came very close. Suspect 

See Family, P.9

A Tribute to Mu-
sic Legend Maurice 
Johnson was a major 
highlight of GSU’s 
homecoming festivities, 
Friday, Oct. 27,  held in 
the William Wiley Band 
Room of the Conrad 
Hutchinson’s Perfor-
mance Arts Building. 
Performances by the 
GSU Jazz Band Ensem-
ble “lifted the rafters”, 
especially when Band 
Director, Dr. Larry Par-
nell asked former GSU 
musicians local and 
those who had come in 
from around the nation 
to join them, the names 
of whom, too many to 
mention. However, the 
Monroe Dispatch felt 
compelled to name the 
former GSU Band Di-
rectors who participated 
as they were an impres-
sive “Who’s Who”; Dr. 

Maurice Johnson

Larry Panell; Honoree 
Maurice Johnson; Rev. 
Dr. Curtis Willis; Dr. 

EdWin Thomas; Dorsey 
Summerfield; John 
Robert Walker; Calvin 
Stemley; Carl Progue; 
George Brown; Michael 
Hendrix; Issac “Ike” 
Paggett; Lloyd Hughes; 
Duke Fields; and Jaun 
West.  Among the locals 
were:  “Ivory Tickler”, 
Michael Jackson; and 
endeared saxophonist 
L. C. Smooth. Go Gram-
bling !!!!

Annie S. Staten 
Ladies, men, boys 

and girls   have dressed 
in various shades of 
pink in observance of 
Breast Cancer Aware-
ness month during Oc-
tober.  Thank you to all 
my sister survivors who 
willingly shared their 
stories from this dread-

ed disease in an attempt 
to enlighten and help 
educate other women. 
We as Survivors do not 
want to see another 
woman or man walk in 
our shoes.

 Realizing that Afri-
can American women   

have the highest mor-
tality rate from breast 
cancer although we 
are diagnosed less fre-
quently. Our tumors 
are larger and more ag-
gressive due to several 
factors especially late 
treatment.   Our young 
women under age   forty 

are being diagnosed at 
alarming high rates. We 
know that breast can-
cer is the leading cause 
of death among African 
Americans 

I would like to encour-
age all survivors to break 
the silence in your family 
and in community. Real-

See Silence, P.9
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PRAYING STUDENTS

 Jessica DeTiege

Dr. Joseph Capers

Our Children, 
Our Responsibility

Reason for 
the Season

PRAYING, see page 4

Henry Woods

FAvoRITE 
CHURCH 
USHER

Pulpits 
& Pews

PULPITS, see page 4

C.W.U. Human 
Rights Luncheon 
Celebration 

Consider this your spe-
cial invitation to attend our 
Church Women United of 
Ouachita Parish Human 
Rights Luncheon Celebra-
tion ROSE OF SHARON 
BAPTIST CHURCH, 716 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Drive, Monroe, LA Friday, 
November 3, - 11 a.m. -1 
p.m. Guest speaker: Dr. Lynn 
Clark, Executive Director of 
the Children Coalition  of NE 
LA. Bring your favorite dish! 

4th Appreciation
First Missionary Baptist 

Church, 507 Swayze St. 

Inspired by God through 
Mary Roggerson & Morning 
Day Prayer Ministries under 
the leadership of Pastor Ken-
neth Nolley, St. Mary Baptist 
Church

Purpose: For all children 
to learn, pray and confess the 
Word of God.

Goal:    For all children to 
have an intimate relationship 
with God through prayer & 
His Word.
Sunday, Monday, and 
Tuesday

By the word of the Lord 
the heavens were made, and 
all the host of them by the 
breath of His mouth. Psalm 
33:6 

Prayer: Father, I worship 
You, the Lord of Creation, 
the Almighty God.  The 
heavens were made by Your 
word, and all their host by the 
breath of Your mouth.  Lord 
God, You are awesome and 
worthy of all my praise.

Confession:  By the word 
of the Lord the heavens were 
made, and by the breath of 
His mouth all their host.
Wednesday and 
Thursday

Let all the earth fear the 
Lord; Let all the inhabitants 
of the world stand in awe of 
Him. Psalm 33:8 

Prayer: Father, You are 
so great!  As I look around 
at Your creation, I stand in 
awe of You.  Lord, You are 
good, and everything you 
made was good.  The earth 
is full of Your unfailing love.  
I revere and worship You.

Confession: Let all the 
earth revere and worship the 
Lord.  Let all the inhabitants 

ADvANCING THE KINGDoM
Direct Deposit

Col 3:23 — Col 3:24 
“And whatever you do, do 
it heartily, as to the Lord 
and not to men, knowing 
that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the 
inheritance; for you serve the 
Lord Christ.” (Col.3.23-24. 
NKJV) Rejoice Beloved for 
you receive the REWARD 
of your labor from the Lord. 
Approach every task, and 
assignment as a way to serve 
CHRIST JESUS! Amen! 
Let us please the Lord as 
we “work” on relationships 
with our spouses, children, 
family, jobs, and amongst 
one another. 

Let us please the Lord as 

we “work” on becoming men 
and woman of God. Loving 
one another, and being kind, 
tenderhearted, and forgiving 
one another as God has for-
given us thru Christ. By do-
ing so your REWARD will be 
a DIRECT DEPOSIT from 
the throne room of Heaven. 
HALLELUJAH!!! Be the 
best employee, volunteer, 
employer, business owner, 
you can ever be! Be the best 
husband or wife, mother or 
father, sister or brother you 
can ever be! Be the best, and 
do the best from the smallest 
to the biggest job. From the 
hardest to the easiest job. 
Why? 

Because you serve the 
Lord Christ! Then anticipate 
receiving your DIRECT 
DEPOSIT of Healing, De-
liverance, and being Set Free 
from ANYTHING THAT 
HAS YOU BOUND!!! Ex-
pect receiving your DIRECT 
DEPOSIT of Love, Joy, 
and Peace! Know that God 
will download to your ac-
count the solutions to your 
problems and the answers 
to your questions. Amen!!! 

Teach our Children to 
be obedient

Obedience does not come 
naturally. We do not in-
herit it. It must be taught 
and learned. Jesus learned 
obedience through suffering. 
The Bible teaches children 
should obey their parents. 
Also, parents are not to make 
unreasonable demands on 
their children. Today, obedi-
ence is not often practiced by 
our children. Often parents 
do not teach their children 
to be obedient.
Discipline our Children

God never intended that 
children should be disci-

plined by the courts, but 
by parents. According to 
Proverbs 19:18 we need 
more discipline in the home. 
Parents fail by failing to 
exercise wise and loving 

A Church Proclaiming the Love of God

Taking a Stand for the Lord

Jessica DeTiege
 We experience four 

seasons each year - fall, 
winter, spring, and summer.  
Each season has a distinctive 
purpose. 

 The spring is the transi-
tion between cold and hot 
weather and most often 
brings rain, but the rain does 
not last long. After the rain, 
beautiful flowers begin to 
bloom and leaves begin to 
sprout on trees and bushes.  
The temperature is normally 
pleasant. The summer, like 
the spring brings beautiful 
flowers. The summer is the 
season in which you would 
see most people out enjoy-
ing the summer air on the 
beach or in the park. The 
temperature can get hot and 
humid depending on where 
one may live. The fall, my fa-
vorite season, brings cooler 
temperatures. The fall brings 
beautiful hues of dark green, 
yellow, orange, and red as a 
sign of things that no longer 
have life dying and making 
room for the new. People 
are seen in light layers of 
clothing like turtlenecks and 
jackets. The winter brings 
cold weather temperatures 
that normally makes ev-
erything stand still. In the 
winter, animals hibernate, 
and people similarly retreat 
indoors to cozy fires. After 
the four seasons are com-
plete, the cycle repeats itself.  

Global warming, a man-
made demolition of the 
seasons, proves to us that 
we cannot neglect our en-
vironment and still live 
harmoniously.

Perhaps God created our 

four seasons for us to see and 
experience as a parallel to life 
and the change that we too 
should and will experience. 
What if the four seasons are 
a guideline for our lives and 
the way in which we should 
live to be productive prod-
ucts of God?

In the spring, we should 
learn new habits and begin 
watering the things we want 
to mature. In the summer, we 
should continue to nurture 
but also enjoy some of the 
fruits of our labor. In the fall, 
we must let go of things that 
may need to be dropped in 
order to improve our lives. 
In the winter, we should re-
flect on what has happened 
and begin planning to be 
productive in the next year 
of our lives.

Global warming to our-
selves is neglecting our natu-
ral growth and evolution. 
We cause global warming 
to ourselves by not listening 
to our bodies to understand 
what we need at each given 
season in our own lives.

Let’s be kinder to our 
planet and ourselves. Let’s 
all take the time to listen to 
what God is trying to do in 
our lives and world.

Little Flower 1968 Reunion
As unique as the world, 

Little Flower Academy 
Class of 1968 gathered 
October 27-29 for the re-
cord in Monroe LA. It was 
an unforgettable reunion 
of classmates who were 
separated by desegregation. 
Many notable events were 
shared while new and old 
friendships were rekindled. 
Thanks to all the Little 
Flower 1968 who attended 
this once in a lifetime event 

after all this time. Thanks 
Jerome and Christine Joshua 
for hosting the eyeballing 
party Friday October 27 at 
their Monroe Home.Little 
Flower 1968 Classmates in-
cluded Marilyn Cook-Shaw, 
Denise Crayton-Holmes, 
Jerome Joshua, Eurydice 
Martin-Thomas, Loretta 
Tidwell- Robinson, Lenetta 
Landrum, Frank Holmes, 
Debra Gray-Bridges and 
Frank “Dr. Ice” DeTiege. 

Recently New Light Baptist Church Monroe celebrated its 87th Church Anniversary. Special Guest 
was Rev. William Ross Greater New Hope Baptist Church. The spirit was high at the anniversary when 
Brother Johnny James sang “God’s Grace,” a Dramatic Interpretation “A Call to the Church,” by Sir 
Benjamin Bartie, Lauryn Brown and Symiah Joseph. The message was delivered by Pastor William 
Ross: Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:1-2.  Rev. James B. 
Johnson is Pastor.

God’s Grace had a packed pew on their feet.

New Destiny turned it up!.Family  Connection “He Made a Way!”

CAPERS, see page 4

Family and Friends Day/Homecoming was celebrated at Faith United Baptist Church Monroe LA 
recently. Guests Rev. Levi Cyrus and Light of the Word Church of God, Shreveport, LA. Programmed 
participant were Sisters Cassandra Allen, Carolyn Davis and Lora Davis. Worship in giving was done 
by Ministers Frances Wilson and Gloria Harris and Sister Jearline Smith. Love overflows, and joy 
never ends in a home that’s blessed with family and friends. The wicked are overthrown, and are not: 
but the house of the righteous shall stand. Proverbs 12:7 Rev. Alex Earl, Jr. Pastor.

Pastors Levi Cyrus, Alex Earl Jr, and other 
ministers

Among the many attending Friends and Family 
Day included Judge Fred Ammons.

 Photo Dispatch

Those in attendance felt the presence of the Message.
Photo Dispatch

WADE, see page 4

Doorkeepers or 
keepers of the door, 
their church service 
is invaluable. They 
are the first to meet 
and greet you at 
church. If you have a 
question, need a seat, 
need to speak or sit 
with a certain group, 
church ushers are at 
your beck and call to 
fulfill your desires and 
are valuable church 
servants. This week 
the Monroe Dispatch 
salutes dedicated 
olive Branch Baptist 
Church   Usher Henry 
Woods who loves 
God and loves being a 
favorite church usher.

by Pastor K.C. Wade

Remember 
to Register 
and vote 
In Every 
election!
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EAZY DOES IT
Mobile Mechanic

108 Kansas Lane • Monroe, LA 71203 
Monday - Saturday 9am-5pm

Does Your Auto Need To Be Fixed?
Class, Home or Office - We Come to YOU!

HAPPENINGS
IT’S THE TALK OF THE TOWN

EAZY: 318-331-5524
ROCKY: 318-533-4059

Nosotros hablamos espanol i

Neville 1987 30th Reunion
Neville High School Class of 1987 celebrated their 30th class reunion this past weekend October 
27-29 in Monroe LA. Classmates gathered from far and near to reminisce, remember and revive past 
memories while forging ahead. It was a memorable reunion shared by all who attended. Neville 1987 
Pictured are (Left to right, front row): Yvette DeBurr Howard, Carolyn Swinson Brown, Nicole Gray 
Jason, Shannon Smith, Savior Anderson, Debbie Stevenson, Sheila Allen Ross. (Back row)  Tammy 
Davis, Pam Cascio Jones, Carla Swan Madison, Mona Lisa Menyweather, Sophia Dunnings Solomon, 
Jackie Higdon. 

Photo Dispatch

Monroe Drag Team 
& Classic Cars

Some of the most classic old school cars are displayed by Monroe Drag 
Team & Classic Cars at various events during the year. This year at 
Richwood Juneteenth Celebration June 2017, Monroe Drag Team & Classic 
Cars showed out and up. Monroe Drag Team & Classic Cars Team and 
guests Vesta Williams, Jimmy Wilson, George Pratt, Van Turner, Tim Myers 
and Billy Taylor.

Monroe Drag Team
Photo dispatch

Richwood Sweethearts
Richwood Sweethearts and fans Kierra Richardson and Pamela Henderson 
were spotted at the Wossman Richwood Football Game recently. Besides 
being Richwood Sweethearts, they are also Richwood Diehards. Go Rams!

Richwood Sweethearts
Photo Dispatch

Onyx Flow & 
Throw

If you can rap, sing or 
freestyle come show your 
stuff Thurs. Night at the 
ONYX Thursday. Open 
Mic Night begins at 9pm. 
Onyx Lounge  open Tues. 
–Sat. 9pm-3am        @Onyx 
Lounge-         @the onyx-
lounge See ad display p.3

 

Beauty only Skin 
Deep

Easy to jump in, hard to 

getaway. Don’t become a 
victim. Eyes are deceiving!

Social Justice
There are 750,000 people 

with disabilities currently 
incarcerated in our nation.

Vehicle License or 
Title

In a hurry and need De-
partment of Motor Vehicle 
(DMV) vehicle title, transfer, 
tag, registrations. Duplicates 
& renewals, need to buy or 

rent a house visit “Super T” 
1612 Garrett Rd. Monroe 
LA down past Sam’s Club 
or call 318.855.3899 or 
318.509.8150 see ad display 
pg 6.

Laugh of a          
Lifetime

Aunt Susie & Crew Gos-
pel Comedy Show, Live In 
Monroe  Saturday Novem-
ber 11, 7pm, Wossman High 
School 1600 Arizona Ave. 
Monroe LA, $10 /”VIP” /
With Reception $25/$15 at 

the Door.  More Info 318-
791-2392

Mr. TCU
Recently Brandon Victo-

rian was named Mr. Texas 
Christian University (TCU) 
during homecoming ac-
tivities. Mr. TCU is from 
Monroe LA and is a former 
Ouachita Grad. Congratula-
tions Brandon!

Cold Cuts
Southside King at Jena’s 

Professional Hair on Plum 
St.  in Monroe, LA

Veterans Forum
Saturday November 

11, Mount Olivet Baptist 

Church, 500 Swayze Street, 
Monroe LA, W.L. Bran-
non Hall, 2918 Maddox 
Street (Building behind the 
Church)  8 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Public forum dedicated to 
connecting Veterans, ser-
vice members, and their 
families to local resources. 
Information on VA Benefits-
Claims / Appeal Process and 
VA Health Care Benefits/
Services topics discussed. 
more info John Wilson 318-
547-0560 or johnewilson@
bellsouth.net

Different             
Generation

New rules, no respect, 
think everyone owes them, 
very little respect for elders. 
Jails will remain filled  men-
tality. Raise your kids and 

grandkids or be ready to 
spend lots of money or not!

Contact Us
Got news, been some-

where, need a listening 
ear, been wronged, need to 
tell the world, call us, we 
can help! Subscriptions/
Advertising-Old newspaper 
copies 318.789.0098 phone/
fax 855-299-0718 news 
or Religious Log email 
monroedispatch@yahoo.
com –Monroe Dispatch P.O. 
Box 4823 Monroe LA 71211 
318.325.2858. Subscriptions 
Mailed $37.50 year-$20-
6mos-Home delivery $40 
year-$22- 6mos or Chase 
Bank Quick Pay monroe-
dispatch@yahoo.com and 
credit cards feesHAPPENINGS, 
see pg. 4
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K.C. WADE 
M.D.    

INTERNAL 
MEDICINE 
& PRIMARY 

CARE
(ADULTS)

401 HALL ST. 
MONROE, LA

  (318) 324-9113

• BC/BS 
• VANTAGE
•  HUMANA
• UNITED       
  HEALTHCARE
• MEDICARE, 
  AND OTHERS.
   New Patients 

Welcome!

PRAYING, from page 2

 Eddie Gillis

Trump’s Bad Week

authority over their children.
Children are born with an 

innate instability and with 
a desire to be directed and 
guided. He that spareth the 
rod hateth his son; but he that 
loveth him chastened him 
betimes (Proverbs 13:41). 
Chasten thy son while their 
is hope (Proverbs 19:18). 

Withhold not correction 
from the child (Proverbs 
23:13)d. Correct thy son, 

Spiritual Harvest “Men Pursuing God” Conference
Pastor Bob Dziadaszek and the men of Spiritual Harvest Worship Center 8th annual “Men Pursuing God” Men’s Con-

ference on Saturday, November 11 9 a.m. The theme is “Walking as Jesus Walked,” based on 1 John 2:6. Guest speakers 
are: Pastor Charles Washington  Path Restore Ministries, Monroe LA and Pastor Douglas Houston  St. Mary Baptist 
Church, Ruston, LA. Men of this community are invited to join us and experience praise, refreshing fellowship with 
other men of God, and the power of God’s Word. Women are welcome, too. Information, spiritualharvestministries.org 

Pastor Bob Dziadaszek Pastor Charles Washington Pastor Douglas Houston

Catfight 
in the 
Dome

Let’s go see the North 
LA Tigers take on the 
South LA Jaguars in the 
Mercedes-Benz Super-
dome at the 43rd Annual 
Bayou Classic, Saturday, 
November 25. 

The bus will leave Pe-
canland Mall (Across from 
Belk) at 7A.M.  and arrive 
in New Orleans around 
1 P.M.  Game time is 4 
P.M.  The bus will return 
to Monroe after the game.   
Trip cost $95 (game ticket 
included) or $60 (game 
ticket not included).    

Payment deadline is 
Tuesday, November 17. 
NO REFUNDS (unless 
trip is cancelled). Refresh-
ments and door prizes will 
be given away. 

Contact Ezzard O. Bur-
ton 318-680-9057 or 318-
343-3313.

Monroe, LA invites you to 
an appreciation honoring 
our pastor and wife, Rev. 
Tegitra K. Thomas and Sister 
Meachelle Thomas Sunday, 
November 5, 10:45am.   Rev. 
Derick Easter New Hur-
ricane Baptist Church Pine 
Bluff AK is our guest.

 

Book of                
Revelation Bible 
Study

Philadelphia Word Cen-
ter Church 215 Arnold Dr./
Buckhorn Bend Rd. Mon-
roe LA Dr. Pastor/Teacher 
Alfred Mack. The book of 
Revelation Bible study be-
gins Sunday November 5, 
6:30 p.m. You will learn how 
Revelation in Greek mean-
ing Apokalupsis, meaning to 
reveal that which is hidden 
or concealed. You will have 
in-depth chapter, verse to 
verse explanation by Pastor 
Alfred Mack and map and 
literature available at each 
class. So, if your Church is 
not having service come on 
over to Philadelphia Word 

Center Church, Children 
Church available.

Pastor Dottie        
Rivers’ 27th         
Anniversary

 Word of Faith Revival 
Center 210 Marx St. Mon-
roe LA will honor Pastor 
Dottie Rivers for 27 years 
of preaching the word and 
saving souls Saturday No-
vember 4, 5pm at Tri-
District Boys & Girls Club 
2920 Louberta St. Monroe 
LA. Guest speaker is Pas-
tor Patsy Brown Prevailing 
Faith Bible Church Monroe 
LA. Tickets are $20, call 
Lashonda Wilson 318-547-
8007.

  

117th Church An-
niversary/ Harvest 
Day Celebration

 New Macedonia Baptist 
314 Highway 15 Gilbert LA 
King S. Dawson, Pastor 
Sunday, November 5,  11:15 
a.m. Guest Speaker Rev. 
Dr. Alvin Sharp, Associate 

Minister  Calvary Baptist 
Church West Monroe LA

Healing Services
Healing Services con-

ducted by Rev. Jacquelyn 
Simmons family & friends 
will convene Monday Oct. 
23, 6 pm Triumph Baptist 
Church, 800 Girod St., 
Monroe, LA. The key word 
is Foundation with Minis-
ter Linda Henry serving as 
speaker. Music will be pro-
vided under the direction of 
Marion Prudhomme.

Musician            
Appreciation

Appreciation Program 
Honoring Musician Minister 
Sophie Roberson at Mt. Sinai 
Baptist  Church Alto LA      
Saturday  November 4,  6:30 
pm.  Guest Church   Rev. 
Timothy Henderson, Sr., 
Peter Rock Baptist Church 
Monroe LA.   Refreshments 
will be served.

128th Church      
Anniversary

Mount Nebo Missionary 
Baptist Church 2930 Jack-
son St. Monroe LA Sunday, 
November 12, 3 p.m Rev. 
Houston J. Simmons, Pas-
tor. Guest Pastor Linzie 
Riley Saint Paul Missionary 
Baptist Church Marion LA.

By Eddie D. Gillis
 One bird has sung, and 

two more may be about 
to sing. If you worked on 
Donald Trump’s presidential 
campaign and had links to 
the Russian government, 
your time in the hot seat 
may be next. That has to 
be the sentiment of various 
individuals that have/had a 
direct/indirect contact with 
Trump, as Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller is showing 
the American people that 
he is not smoke and mirrors 
when it comes to doing his 
job. Mueller has brought 
federal charges against for-
mer campaign manager Paul 
Manafort and his Associate 
Rick Gates relating to activi-
ties with the Russians during 
last year’s presidential elec-
tion. However, that’s not all. 
Unknown to everyone in 
Washington, another Trump 
campaign advisor, George 
Papadopoulous pleaded 
guilty back in July to lying 
to FBI agents about his in-
teractions with individuals in 
the Russian government. The 
fact that no one knew about 
his arrest came as a surprise 
to the White House and Con-
gress, even to the media who 
have eyes/ears everywhere. 
This is one time that even 
President Trump wasn’t 
able to tweet, what would 
have been his displeasure of 
someone that he knew, being 
arrested because of Russian 
meddling. With the arrest 
of one known associate of 
President Trump who has 
been shown to work” with 
the Russians during the cam-
paign, is troubling at best for 
the president. That is because 
one must assume that others 
in the campaign that were 
higher “knew” about what 
was going on. Manafort is 
important because he has 
had a long relationship with 
Russian businessmen and 
government officials that 
had been “watching” Trump 
before he became president. 
Manafort is charged with 
among other things, money 
laundering which is a serious 
federal crime.

The Trump White House 
and Fox News are doing 
their best to convince voters 
that no involvement with 
Trump has been proven. 
Not yet. They are trying to 
put distance between Mr. 
Trump and those charged 
by Mueller, saying that they 
were with the campaign “for 
only” a short time. It makes 
one wonder what they will 
say if/when Don Jr., Jared 
Kushner and Mike Flynn are 

indicted. Nonetheless, the 
arrest of Papadopoulous and 
indictments of Manafort and 
Gates is bad news for Presi-
dent Trump. For months, the 
president has said that there 
was not any collusion be-
tween his campaign and the 
Russians. The intelligence 
agencies have all said that the 
Russians were involved in 
the 2016 election, everyone 
that is, except Trump. The 
president does seem to want 
to blame Hillary Clinton 
and the Democrats for his 
troubles, while Republicans 
can’t seem to get anything 
done. Speaking of Mrs. 
Clinton, President Trump 
wants an investigation of a 
uranium deal done by the 
Obama administration, as if 
Clinton did it all by herself. 
It is not a good week for the 
president.

Prior to Trump associates 
being charged, Republicans 
on various investigative 
panels were talking about 
their ‘work” being almost 
over, because there wasn’t 
anything “there” to prove 
conclusively that the Trump 
campaign colluded with 
Russia. However, Muel-
ler’s latest action certainly 
has changed all that. Even 
Republicans must know 
that three arrests in an ever-
expanding investigation into 
the Trump White House, 
does not end things. There 
are many more questions that 
need to be answered. Why 
did Don Jr., Kushner and 
Manafort accept a meeting 
with Russian intermediar-
ies to “get dirt” on Hillary 
Clinton? Didn’t they realize 
that Russia is an enemy of 
the U.S.? Why did candidate 
Trump ask Russia “to find” 
those 33,000 emails of Hill-
ary Clinton? Will we ever 
know what is in that famous 
dossier, and if there is a 
tape of the president caught 
in a situation that is well, 
“not presidential”? Robert 
Mueller will come up with 
the answers. The Russians 
have some/all of the answers. 
It has not been a good week 
for the president. 

Remember, the world is 
watching. So is God.

CAPERS, from page 2

PULPITS, from page 2

of the world stand in awe 
of Him.
Friday and Saturday

For He spoke, and it was 
done; He commanded, and it 
stood fast. Psalm 33:9

Prayer: Father, You are 
the only true and living God, 

the Creator of heaven and 
earth.  For when You spoke, 
the world began! It appeared 
at Your command.  Father, I 
praise You for Your power 
and glory.

Confession: For when 
God spoke, the world began.  
It appeared and stood fast at 
His command.

So, get ready to receive your 
INHERITANCE!!! And 
after you have done things 
wholeheartedly as unto the 
Lord expect to get your...
DIRECT DEPOSIT!!!

WADE, from page 2

Register & Vote In 
Every Election!
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Mr. Pickem Grissom’s Football Predictions
         Week 10 - November 2 & 3

week 9 record: 13-3     featured games: 1-2  (15-7 overall)     overall record: 99-28
It’s do or die this final 

week of the LHSAA regu-
lar season and several 
teams still have work to 
do to improve their post-
season positioning. Some 
teams are on the bubble, 
while some are at the 
top. However, the case, 
all of the area teams will 
embrace a much-needed 
win this week even teams 
that won’t be dancing 
in the playoffs. Week 10 
also features a couple of 
games that will decide 
district championships. 
In district 1-1A, Cedar 
Creek will attempt to 
stay undefeated while 
also capturing the title, 
but it won’t be easy as 
the home-standing Oak 
Grove Tigers have other 
plans. Sterlington travels 
to Richwood for a chance 
to win district 2-3A in its 
first season in the 3A clas-
sification, but Richwood 
will set out to prove that 
the new kids on the block 
must wait their turn. In 
Bastrop, the Rams will 
try to overtake the Nev-
ille Tigers’ 8-year reign 
on district 2-4A while 
also trying to beat the Ti-
gers for the first time in 
that same time span.

***This week will 
feature several games 
that have been moved 
to Thursday night so be 
sure to check when your 
team will hit the field.
** Game of the Week **

#2 STERLINGTON 
PANTHERS (9-0) @ #3 
RICHWOOD RAMS (7-
2)

In my pre-season 
rankings, I placed 4 teams 
from district 2-3A in my 
Top 10. I felt that this 
was the area’s strongest 
and most competitive 
district and on any given 
night any team could win 
or lose a game. However, 
one team in that district 
caught my eye more than 
the rest, Richwood. I 
knew the Rams had the 
personnel to not only win 
district, but I even pre-
dicted them to lose only 
1 game. Well 9 games in 
and my prediction wasn’t 
totally off base. The Rams 
are 7-2 overall and unde-
feated in 2-3A and sit at 
#7 in the most recent 
LHSAA power ratings. 
Last week vs Madison 
the Rams exhibited total 
domination on both sides 
of the ball while cruising 
to a 50-8 road win. Senior 
tailback Anthony Watson 
appears to be 100% and 
put together another 
stellar performance for 
coach Robert Arvie scor-
ing 3 touchdowns while 
rushing for 143 yards. 
QB Jay Smith also picked 
apart the Jags secondary 
connecting on big plays 
to Hidari Ceasar and 
Geor’Quarius Spivey. All-
Grissom defensive back 
Benny Davis also came 
away with a 95-yard fum-
ble recovery for a score as 
the Rams nearly pitched 
their second consecutive 
shutout.

Meanwhile on Hwy 
165 North, the Ster-
lington Panthers were 
improving to 9-0 vs a 
very pesky Union Parish 
Farmers team. A sluggish 
start found the Panthers 
down early to the Farm-
ers and they even went 
into the half down 15-13. 
That quick chin-check 
must’ve gotten the atten-
tion of the Panthers be-
cause from that point on 
it was all systems go. The 
home team would score 
the next 27 points and 
cruise to a 40-13 victory. 
After suffering a mild 
groin injury in the first 
half, QB Carson Clowers 
bounced back for a career 
best 162 yards rushing 
with 2 TDs. Overall the 
Panthers eclipsed the 
300-yard barrier as a 
team (Austin Dupree 163 
yards, 4TDs) while also 
limiting a potent Farmers 
offense to 149 total yards 
offense. Dawson Snell 
and Chandler Moncrief 
combined for 25 tackles 
and a sack to pace coach 

Lee Doty’s defense.
To my knowledge this 

will be the first matchup 
between two teams sepa-
rated by only 10 miles of 
highway and now’s just 
a good a time as any to 
do so. In my pre-season 
rankings I placed the 
Panthers as the 7th best 
team in the area and I 
was wrong. With a win 
Thursday night, they 
can make the claim to 
#1 overall and with the 
area’s current longest 
win streak at 18 straight 
games they’d have a very 
good case, but beating 
this group of Rams hasn’t 
proven to be easy for just 
any ole team. Richwood’s 
only two losses came up 
in class to 4A Bastrop 
and 5A Ouachita. The 
sizes of the schools are 
nearly the same and at-
trition shouldn’t be an 
issue. Both teams fea-
ture great defenses with 
playmakers on both sides 
of the ball but there is a 
slight contrast in styles. 
The Panthers want to 
run, run and then run 
some more while Rich-
wood will run when they 
can but won’t hesitate to 
hit you with the home 
run threats down the 
seams. Both coaches have 
enough skin in the game 
that they’ll have their 
teams well prepared and 
they won’t allow any let-
downs on the field, but 
to me it’s pretty simple: 
when you have 2 teams 
that are so similar the 
deciding factor will be 
experience. Richwood 
has the senior laden team 
with the Division 1 studs 
and if that sounds famil-
iar then you’ll probably 
remember hearing that 
same description for the 
team that Sterlington 
clipped for the 2A cham-
pionship a year ago (Mad-
ison Prep). Sterlington’s 
walked this walk already 
and this team has a point 
to prove. In an epic game, 
the Panthers extend their 
streak to 19.

Sterlington 20   
Richwood 14

#5 NEVILLE TI-
GERS (5-3) @ #7 BAS-
TROP RAMS (5-3)

In a twist from year’s 
past district 2-4A fea-
tures only 4 teams this 
year. After hosting teams 
from central Louisiana 
over the past 2 years, 
Neville finds itself sitting 
back in the driver’s seat 
for another district cham-
pionship on Thursday 
night. Last year, Tioga 
tried to take the role of 
David to Neville’s Goli-
ath but came away empty 
handed. Before then the 
only team to even take a 
swing at the Tigers were 
the Bastrop Rams. Last 
Friday this year’s Rams 
held their end of another 
rivalry bargain by hold-
ing off West Ouachita 
38-23. In front of the 
homecoming crowd, the 
Rams may have lost 
interest along the way 
and maybe even looked 
ahead a bit because after 
dismantling the Chiefs in 
the 1st half the Rams had 
to find their composure 
down the stretch to pre-
serve the win. QB Qua-
terius Hawkins followed 
his 5 TD performance 
vs. Franklin Parish with 
another outstanding out-
ing. Hawkins scattered 3 
touchdowns to 3 different 
receivers while throwing 
for 202 yards and also 
tagged in 59 yards rush-
ing with another score. 
Surprisingly, the Rams 
also rushed for over 200 
yards as a unit which 
obviously kept the Chiefs 
off balance. All-Grissom 
defensive back Phillip 
Jackson even joined in on 
the fun as he picked up 2 
fumbles while scoring on 
one. Coach Adrian Bur-
nette has his team right 
where he needs them 
heading into the game vs 
his most heated rivalry.

Neville should be 
used to taking everyone’s 

best shot. Since 2009 the 
Tigers not only ruled 
district 2-4A, but they 
arguably held the crown 
as the best team in the 
whole state over that 
span. Well, 2017 brought 
about a humbling experi-
ence as the Tigers have 
lost just as many games 
this year as they did from 
2014-2016 combined. 
But even through tough 
times, Coach Mickey Mc-
Carty always finds a way 
to “circle the wagons”. 
The Tigers haven’t lost 
since a week 5 game to 
West Monroe and Frank-
lin Parish was their 
most recent victim. The 
Tigers backfield of QB 
Jordan Thomas and RB 
Demaine Riley were on 
full display for the home 
crowd last Thursday. Of 
the 285 rushing yards the 
Tigers managed, Riley 
and Thomas combined 
for 200 of them. Riley was 
the leading man with 157 
yards and 2 TDs while 
Thomas cruised for 57 
and a score of his own. 
Thomas also tossed for 
107 yards and 2 addition-
al scores of which one to 
his right-hand man, Riley. 
Senior WRs Nick Guice 
and Christian Woods also 
added TD catches for the 
Tigers in the 51-14 rout.

I don’t like to throw 
the word rivalry around 
“all willy-nilly”, because 
sometimes just because 
two teams don’t like each 
other it doesn’t always 
mean they’ll play each 
other close. In rivalries, 
the other team wins 
some. Bastrop and Nev-
ille started feuding back 
in the early part of the 
new millennium when  
Marshay Green, Rog-
ers Loche and VeShawn 
Edmonds roamed the 
Rams sidelines and Rob-
ert Lane, Toby Zeigler, 
Tony White and Tim 
Abney donned the black 
and gold. Those were epic 
battles that traditionally 
came on Halloween week 
similar to this year’s ver-
sion. From 2005-2008 the 
Rams whipped the Tigers 
5 times in a row which 
also included a 42-8 2nd 
round drubbing in 2007, 
and if you add in another 
7-6 win in 1993 the Rams 
have beaten Neville 6 
times in the past 25 
years.  Since that stint in 
the mid-2000s the Tigers 
have owned the Rams. In 
the current streak there 
have been some good 
games, but the Tigers 
hold the scoring edge over 
the Rams 42ppg to 22ppg. 
By my calculations this is 
really a rivalry in the eyes 
of the fans, the Bastrop 
fans. The bullseye will 
be on the backs of the 
Tigers again but Neville 
will play the role of big 
brother and the Tigers 
will make it 9 in a row vs 
their riv...(clears throat) 
little brother.

Neville 42   Bastrop  
22

#2 ALABAMA 
CRIMSON TIDE (8-0) 
-21.5 VS #19 LSU TI-

GRISSOM’S G.O.AT 
OF THE WEEK

week 9
 

AUSTIN DUPREE 
- RB

STERLINGTON HS
 

17 CARRIES, 163 
YARDS, 4TDS

 
VS 

UNION PARISH

GERS (6-2)
BONUS PICK
As some of you may 

know I’ll often give my 
college picks against the 
spread on my Facebook 
page (Mr. Pickem Gris-
som The Sports Guru), 
but this weekend I’ll give 
you all a freebie news-
paper edition. The LSU 
Tigers are the apple of 
Louisianans eyes when it 
comes to college football 
and rightfully so. Not 
many teams in the state 
can consider themselves 
a national contender in 
the FCS division. LA 
Tech, ULM, ULL and Tu-
lane may all try but LSU 
is our bread and but-
ter. Earlier this season I 
wasn’t so sure they’d be 
able to sustain that title 
after losses to Mississippi 
St and Troy (homecom-
ing game). The Tigers 
have bounced back quick-
ly and still have their eyes 
on a possible conference 
championship with a 
win Saturday. RB Der-
rius Guice is the bell cow 
for the Bayou Bengals 
and last week, Ole Miss 
got a healthy dose of his 
beef. Guice outrushed the 
entire Ole Miss offense 
with 276 yards, 1 TD 
on just 22 carries in the 
game and looks fresh go-
ing into Saturday’s road 
contest. QB Danny Etling 
has grasped new offen-
sive coordinator’s, Matt 
Canada’s flashy offense 
and did an excellent job 
against the Rebs second-
ary with 200 yards and 
2 TDs through the air. A 
very young defensive unit 
has jelled quite nicely 
over the past 4 weeks 
and the Tigers appear 
to be as healthy as ever. 
Sophomore DT Rashard 
Lawrence has shaken off 
two sore ankles and leads 
a defensive front line that 
stuffed Ole Miss rushers 
all game. Linebackers 
Arden Key and Devin 
White joined Lawrence 
up front holding the Rebs 
to only 152 total rushing 
yards. The surprise of 
the defense has been the 
youthful secondary that 
features 3 true freshmen 
and against Ole Miss 
they limited SEC lead-
ing receiver, AJ Brown to 
only 39 yards while also 
intercepting three Shea 
Patterson passes.

While LSU was dis-
persing Ole Miss, the Ala-
bama Crimson Tide were 
busy covering a 33-point 
spread to Tennessee. 
Once again, a vaunted 
Tide rushing attack 
gashed away at the Vols 
front line to the tune of 
272 yards. 8 Tide rushers 
produced positive yard-
age with leading rusher 
Damian Harris and Bo 
Scarborough combining 
for 3 scores. In the blow-
out, coach Nick Saban 
found time to get some 
freshmen in. QB Tua 
Tagovailoa also rushed 
for 36 yards and a score 
but exhibited some great 
arm strength as well go-
ing 9-12 134 yards, 1 TD 

& 1INT. The touchdown 
pass went to fellow fresh-
man, Henry Ruggs for 60 
yards. Tagovailoa’s inter-
ception would also be the 
only score given up by the 
Tide in the game as Vols 
defender, Daniel Bituli 
scampered 97 yards for 
the score after the errant 
pass. Heisman hopeful, 
Jalen Hurts also tossed 
a 14-yard score to Loui-
siana native and former 
former Brother Martin 
tight end, Irv Smith Jr. 
Leading tacklers for the 
Tide were Hootie Jones 
(former Neville safety) 7 
tackles and Ruston great, 
Isaiah Buggs (7 tackles) 
as they’d only allowed a 
mere 108 total yards to 
the visitors while making 
their case as the best de-
fense in the NCAA. Most 
of the second half was re-
covery time for the Tide 
starters in lieu of Satur-
day’s slugfest vs LSU.

As I mentioned in my 
Neville vs Bastrop pre-
view, I don’t like throw-
ing the word rivalry out 
there too often unless of 
course it’s warranted and 
this game has always had 
me trying to figure out if 
it is one. Well if you look 
at the history, I’d say it’s 
not.  In 81 total meet-
ings, Alabama has won 
51 while LSU has won 25 
which also includes 5 ties. 
Alabama also owns a cur-
rent 6 game win streak 
over the Tigers going into 
Saturday’s affair. It seems 
every year this game is 
built up to be a thriller 
regardless of how good 
or bad the teams are and 
last year the game didn’t 
disappoint with Alabama 
squeaking out of Tigers 
Stadium with a late 10-0 
victory. Names have 
changed since that game. 
Guice replaces Fournette. 
Evans replaces Foster. 
Williams replaces Rob-
inson. Delpit replaces 
Adams. Buggs replaces 
Allen. But with all it 
won’t take away from the 
intensity that this game 
will bring. Bryant-Denny 
Stadium will be rocking 
at 7pm Saturday and I 
will be in attendance, but 
there’s a couple things 
that I think will decide 
this game. With all the 
different names chang-
ing the most important 
name in last year’s game 
will still be there and that 
name is Jalen Hurts. Of 
his 114 yards rushing 
in the game, Hurts’ 21-
yard 4th quarter score 
was the difference in last 
year’s game. Also, LSU’s 
offense was completely 
stymied by a tough 
Bama defense that held 
the Tigers to 125 total 

yards and limited Leon-
ard Fournette to only 35 
yards. I’m sure Canada’s 
offense will have more 
than 125 yards at the end 
of the night, but he may 
be biting off more than 
he can chew thinking he 
can penetrate Saban’s de-
fense in Tuscaloosa. The 
Tide give Saban a late 
birthday gift and keep 
on rolllllllling towards 
another national champi-
onship.

Alabama 38    LSU 14

OTHER GAMES:
#1 West Monroe 50 

-Natchitoches-Central 7
#4 Ruston 44     Pin-

eville 13
Ouachita-50    Alexan-

dria-27
Franklin Parish  -24    

West Ouachita-  20
#9 Caldwell-47    

Marksville-33
Carroll-30 Madison-16
Union Parish-17    

Wossman-8
#6 Ferriday-60   Beek-

man Charter-  6
Rayville-38   General 

Trass-18
Mangham-24 Varnado  

14
#10 Oak Grove 33   

#8 Cedar Creek 30
St Fred  24   Delhi  6
OCS  41   Delta Char-

ter 21

GRISSOM’S TOP 10
week 10

1 WEST MONROE 
(9-0) def. Ouachita 14-13

2. STERLINGTON 
(9-0) def. Union Parish 
40-15

3. RICHWOOD (7-2) 
def. Madison 50-8

4. RUSTON (6-2) def. 
Natchitoches-Central 
41-7

5. NEVILLE (5-3) def. 
Franklin Parish 51-14

6. FERRIDAY (7-2) 
def. Delhi Charter 24-12

7. BASTROP (5-3) def. 
West Ouachita 38-23

8. CEDAR CREEK (9-
0) def. Delta Charter 38-6

9.  CALDWELL (8-1) 
lost to Jena 29-26

10. OAK GROVE (8-1) 
def. Sicily Island 29-0

Just missed it: Ouachi-
ta (5-4), Rayville (5-4), 
Mangham (7-2), Union 
Parish (5-4)

Wossman Golden Girls had a stellar half-time performance at the Carroll-Wossman Football game 
where Wossman downed Carroll 8-7.
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OBITUARIES

Randy’s Cutz

• $10 Tues. Haircuts/ shave 
appointment only - no walk-ins

• $5 Rush Cut all even one size 
guard/additional extra

Working Men & Women build your own ticket 
Regular price Thursday-Saturday.

 Tues.- Sat. 9am-5pm

318.267.9797

701 So. 2nd St. Monroe LA  
corner of So. 2nd & Girod St.

Super T Realty & Services

Theadora Estis Realty & Business Services, LLC
1612 Garrett Road – Monroe, LA (The Green Building south of Lowe’s off Exit 120)

Theadora A Estis, Broker/ABR
Louisiana Licensed

(318) 355-3899 or 509-8150; 
estist@comcast.net

We Sell “KNOWLEDGE”
Visit us for all your real estate needs: Buying, Selling, Rentals, 

etc. throughout Northeast and Northwest LA Parishes
FOR SALE:  1103 Powell Avenue  (MLS#179025) 
                      & 1501 State St (MLS#177129)
 FOR RENT:  301 Columbia Ave & 716 Dixie Avenue (Units A & B) 

(tradename for Theadora Estis Realty & Business Services, LLC)

Leroy Reed Sr., 77
Leroy Reed Sr. of Mon-

roe, LA Retired Construc-
tion Worker, died October 
21, 2017. Services: 11:00 
A.M., Saturday November 
4 at Cuba Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Monroe, LA. 
Visitation: 1:00 - 6:00 P.M., 
Friday November 3 at Smith 
Funeral Home, Monroe, LA. 
Burial: Richwood Memo-
rial Gardens, Richwood, LA 
under the direction of Smith 
Funeral Home.

Robert Carter, 42
Robert Carter of Bastrop, 

LA Disabled died October 
28, 2017. Services: Friday, 
November 3, 2017 at 11:00 
am at Mt olive B.C. of Galion 
in Bastrop, LA. Visitation: 
Thursday, November 2, 
2017 from 6:00-7:00 pm at 
Tennant Funeral Home of 
Bastrop, LA. Burial: H.V. 
Adams Cemetery in Bastrop, 
LA under the direction of 
Tennant Funeral Home.

 

Phillip Misco, 57     
laborer.    

Phillip Misco of Monroe, 
LA Laborer died Wednesday 
October 25, 2017.  Services: 
11:00AM Saturday Novem-
ber 4 at McFarland Funeral 
Chapel. Visitation: 3:00-
6:00pm Friday in Funeral 
Home. Burial: Monroe City 
Cemetery  under direc-
tions of McFarland Funeral 
Company.

 

Willisha Monique 
Miller, 23

Willisha Monique Miller 
of Monroe, LA Cashier died 
Friday October 27, 2017.    
Services: 2:00pm Saturday 
November 4, at Greater Free 
Gift BC.  Visitation: 2:00-
6:00pm Friday November 
3. Burial: Halls Cemetery 
in Rhymes, LA under direc-
tions of McFarland Funeral 
Company.

Reginald James 
Davis, 51

Reginald James Davis, 
51. State Farm Claims 
Specialist   

Reginald James Davis 
of West Monroe, LA died 
Monday October 30, 2017.  
Arrangements incomplete 
under directions of McFar-
land Funeral Company.

 

Jessie Heard, 85
Jessie Heard of Bastrop, 

LA Disabled died October 

28, 2017. Services: Sunday, 
November 5, 2017 at 2:00 
pm at St Luke B.C. in Bonita, 
LA. Visitation: Saturday, 
November 4, 2017 from 
5:00-7:00 pm at Tennant 
Funeral Home of Bastrop, 
LA. Burial: St Luke Cem-
etery in Bonita, LA under the 
direction of Tennant Funeral 
Home.

 

Tanishia Jones, 36
Tanishia Jones of Delhi, 

LA died October 29, 2017. 
Services: Friday, November 
3, 2017 at 1:00 pm at Greater 
One Fellowship in Delhi, 
LA. No Visitation, under the 
direction of Tennant Funeral 
Home of Rayville, LA.

 

Alvin Prophet, 66
Alvin Prophet of Monroe, 

LA Disabled died October 
22, 2017. Graveside Service: 

Domestic Abuse 
Crisis

In an abusive relation-
ship, need help and don’t 
know where to go or who 
to call? Domestic abuse 
crisis line is answered 24/7. 
The phone number is (318) 
323-1505.

Shawnuff BBQ 
Best in Town

Right off I-20 and Hwy 
165 S Shawnuff BBQ is 
here to serve you Tues.-Fri. 
New Hours 11am – until all 
the food is gone. On Sat. 
11am -2pm get here early to 
enjoy lip-smacking bbq, and 
koolaide. So good you don’t 
have to say grace, already 
blessed and there are 3 sides 
to every plate beans, potato 
salad and slaw, your choice. 
Call ahead 318.855.3652.

Community Con-
versation

The 318 Community 
Ambassadors are back on 
the radio Majic 97.3, 10 
am. Brother Brian Johnson 
motivates & educates every 
Sat. at the Roundtable where 
you can EAT (Evaluate All 
Things). Check it out and 
lock it down!

Radio Advertising
Call Art Edwards 318 

680.1691 or 318.388.2323 
and forget the fancy title Art 
sells radio advertising for 6 
radio stations. Give Art a 
call. He can make your event 
successful! See ad pg. 12

 
 

Stigmas 
Only 27.6 percent blacks 

with a disability in our nation 
have a job, and 40 percent 
live in poverty.

Social Dilemma
Babies raising babies

Blues & Soul      
Report
PPW’s Top 10 Blues

1.      Do Thanks – Vick 
Allen

2.      Kiss it Goodbye 
-Lomax

3.      I Need A Drank – 
Big Robb

4.      Slow Motion – Lam-
orris Williams

5.      Side Piece Motel – 
David Brinston

6.      Baby Sitter -Charles 
Williams

7.      Grown Folks Spot 
– Donnie Ray

8.      I’m in Love By 
Myself – Peggy Scott

9.      Deadbeat Lover – 
Chris Ivey

10.  Call Me -Nelson 
Curry

Handyman          
Services

11.  Experienced Reason-
able Service, mowing, tree 
cutting, dirt leveling, chain 
link fence repair, landscap-
ing, painting, firewood, 
fence row cleaning and more 
need the job done right the 
first time- call 318.512.0715 
references. Reliable, de-
pendable and professional.

Rob Lloyd Top 10 
Smooth Jazz

1. NATHAN EAST-Rev-
erence

2 .  RICK BRAUN-
Around The Horn

3. NORMAN BROWN-
Let It Go

4. MARC ANTOINE-
Laguna Beach

5. PAUL BROWN-One 
Way Back

6. RICHARD ELLIOT-
Summer Madness

7 .  G E R A L D  A L -
BRIGHT-G

8. LINDSAY WEB-
STER-Back To Your Heart

9. JEFF LORBER FU-
SION-Prototype

10.  BRIAN CULBERT-
SON-Funk!

 Alice Mae           
Tillman, 50

Alice Mae Tillman of 
Monroe, LA Homemaker, 
died October 27, 2017. Ser-
vices: 11:00 A.M., Saturday, 
November 4 at Mt. Sinai 
Baptist Church, Monroe, 
LA. Visitation: 1:00 - 6:00 
P.M., Friday, November 3 at 
Smith Funeral Home, Mon-
roe, LA. Burial: Richwood 
Memorial Gardens under the 
direction of Smith Funeral 
Home.

Dewayne Edwards
Dewayne Edwards of 

Jackson, MS formally of 
Mangham, LA died Oc-
tober 30, 2017. Services: 
Saturday, November 4, 
2014 at 11:00 am at Holly 
Grove B.C. in Mangham, 
LA. Visitation:  Friday, 
November 3, 2017 from 
3:00-6:00 pm at Tennant Fu-
neral Home of Rayville, LA. 
Burial: Hopewell Cemetery 
in Mangham, LA  under the 
direction of Tennant Funeral 
Home of Rayville, LA.  

Monday, November 6, 2017 
at 11:00 am at Northwest LA 
Veterans Cemetery in Ray-
ville, LA under the direction 
of Tennant Funeral Home of 
Rayville, LA.

 
 

Lee Daniel Powell, 
57

Lee Daniel Powell of 
Bastrop, LA died November 
1, 2017, Services are incom-
plete at this time, under the 
direction of Tennant Funeral 
Home.

 

Angela                  
DeJohnette, 59

Angela DeJohnette of 
Jones, LA Disabled died 
October 30, 2017. Services 
are incomplete at this time, 
under the direction of Ten-
nant Funeral Home of Bas-
trop, La.

HAPPENINGS, from page 3
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2101 MARTIN LUTHER KING DRIVE
MONROE, LA 71202

318.614.2048

Amanda R. Herrington
Theft

Ashley J. Vernon
Second Degree Battery

Brandy L. Wiley
Manslaughter

Brandy S. Cardin
Theft

Cantreal D. Ellis
Simple Burglary

Christi A. Austin
Aggravated Battery

Terrance A. Caldwell
Illegal Weapons Carry

Dondurius O. Scott
Driver Must Be Licensed

Herdurius L. Scott 
FTA Bench Warrant

Lacourtney T. Graves
Parole Violations

Justin D. Grayson
Possession of Firearm 

with Obliterated Number

Delwin L. Nelson
Illegal Weapon Carry

Hugo C. Rodrigues
Operating A Vehicle        

While Intoxicated

James E. Robinson
Domestic Abuse Battery

Laketha A. York
Domestic Abuse Battery

Terry L. Paul
Vagrancy Drunkness

Shaundrequis J. Smith
Operating a Vehicle            

Intoxicated

POLICE BLOTTERS
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The Mayor’s Corner

America’s Racist, Discriminatory 
Drug War/Laws

“Wonder Why Weeping Willows Weep” 

Marion Obafemi

Signs-Flags-
Banners-Letters 

318.512.7085

by Perry Thomas
For decades the 

American criminal jus-
tice, and law enforce-
ment systems have 
waged an unjust war 
against black, brown, 
and poor Americans, en-
abled by conspiratorial 
laws designed to target 
and enforced upon the 
above-mentioned Ameri-
can citizens. American 
government officials 
launched this money-
generating war against 
people of color and lower 
economic status,,, to 
exploit and enslave the 
less fortunate. Although 
America is a drug-satu-
rated country for both 
legal and illegal drugs, 
and the fact that it’s over-
whelmingly those who 
are rich and powerful 
that bring tons of drugs 

Rent to Own
3B/1BTH 

Totally Electric 
$2500 down - $500 

Month
Own in 2-1/2 years
Did Not Flood 

By Appt. Only 
318.387.7983

Incredible Hats

Bonnie’s Whatever 
Hats and Etc. 
318.614.1578 

or
bonniewhateverhats@

yahoo.com

Keller-Williams’ Tanji  
Elzie “Makes  Your 

Dreams Come True”
My name is Tanji 

Elzie. As many of my 
friends and neighbors 
know, I am a local busi-
ness owner who has been 
in business for myself ser-
vicing the community for 
over 30 years. Over those 
30 years, I have learned 
a lot about how to run a 
successful business. Re-
cently, I decided to apply 
my years of experience 
and business acumen in 
pursuit of another excit-
ing venture, real estate. 
I am currently utilizing 
these skills to complete a 

major remodeling project 
as well as to manage per-
sonal real estate proper-
ties. As an enthusiastic, 
newly licensed realtor 
with Keller-Williams Re-
alty, I would love the op-
portunity to assist you in 
fulfilling your real estate 
needs. Whether it’s sell-
ing a piece of property or 
purchasing your dream 
home, my goal is not just 
to “Make Your Dreams 
Come True” but also to 
“Bring Your Dreams to 
Life.” Let’s Talk! See 
Display Ad below.

Veterans 
Helping Veterans 

318.512.7085

Event Center 
for Rent 

 318.512.7085

See Brown, P.9

By: The Po Folks’ Poet
Mr. Marion Obafemi
Copyright 1999
Dear Heavenly”
I have often won-

dered why the weeping 
willow cries

Could it be for the 
same reason that tears 
fall from my eyes?

Like the limbs of the 
willow, I was reaching 
for the sky

Then came the axe 
called life to cut me 
down before I received 
my prize

Cutting me at the 
core of the dreams that 
I had inside.

But, I shall survive 
this axe and boldly de-
clare that this is not my 
end

Because I have other 
crosses to bear and so 
much life to lend

I refuse to fall to the 
ground never to rise 
again

Or weep like the wil-
low, because me and life 
aint friends.

The blistering sun 
strikes the mountaintop 
and melts its blinding 
snow

Creating streams of 
living waters that exalt 
the valley below

Each day I learn 
things I never knew I 
didn’t know:

Tears are more that 
just the sweat from a 
broken and weary soul

They can give sight 
to blinded eyes and 
cause your river to flow

Tears have been 
spilled for a million 

years, but they don’t 
make flowers grow.

To every door that is 
locked there has to be a 
key

And, the wisdom of 
God is only found by 
those of us who seek

The willow’s tears 
don’t fall in vain, they 
have a lesson to teach

Although they have no 
lips or tongue, somehow 
they manage to speak

Sometime we cry 
when we are sad or 
when we are feeling 
grief

But, tears have never 
stopped a man from 
chopping the willow tree

Neither will they 
change what happens in 
life, if it was meant to be

The truth is harsh 
and has no friends, but 
it will set you free

Nature is used to 
give us a view of life’s 
realities

In case you ever 
“Wonder Why Weeping 
Willows Weep”.

Drivers: West Monroe 
Drop & Hook OTR 

Openings!
Excellent weekly pay, 
full comprehensive 

benefits,
retirement plan, 

unlimited driver referral 
bonuses and more!
If you have 2 years 

Class-A CDL,
call today Penske 

Logistics: 
855-849-6933

City of Monroe has 
Important Property Tax 

Renewals 
on November 18th 

Ballot
Early voting Nov. 

3rd – 11th
It is election time 

once again, and Monroe 
residents will be mak-
ing some very impor-
tant decisions that will 
help shape the future of 
our city.  We need every 
eligible voter to show 
their support for the six 
items that the City of 
Monroe has on the No-
vember ballot. These six 
propositions are for the 
10-year continuation 
of property taxes that 
Monroe residents have 
been paying for many 
years.

Proposition #1 is for 
the Civic Center, and 
funds are used for the 
operation, maintenance, 
repairs and improve-
ments at the civic center 
complex.

Proposition #2 is for 

the Zoo, and it pays for a 
portion of the operating 
and maintenance of that 
facility.  This includes 
repairs, improvements 
and additions.

Proposition #3 is 
for Capital Improve-
ments which are made 
citywide.  This includes 
repairs, maintenance, 
and enhancements to 
existing and future in-
frastructure (roads, wa-
ter, sewer, etc.) and city 
facilities.  

Proposition #4 is for 
our Police, and Propo-
sition #5 is for Fire.  
These funds are very 
important for our city’s 
public safety efforts 
because we use them 
to purchase equipment 
and vehicles. 

Proposition #6 is for 
the Airport, and these 
funds are used for capi-
tal improvements at the 
airport, matching funds 
for state and federal 
grants, and to help pay 
off the cost of construct-

ing our new airport ter-
minal.

Collectively, these 
six property taxes bring 
in just over $5 million 
dollars per year.  That 
is almost 10% of our 
city’s annual general 
fund operating budget.  
Failure to pass these 
millages will result in 
the loss of jobs and im-
portant services – if we 
must cut $5M from our 
annual budget.  So, you 
can see why the renewal 
of these taxes are so 
important. Remember, 
these renewals are for 
the continuation of 
property taxes that you 
already pay.  

Early voting is No-
vember 3rd thru 11th 
(except for November 
10th).  Election Day is 
Saturday, November 
18th. We need your 
support! By working to-
gether, we are making a 
difference! 

318-582-5559

Café 
For Rent 

318.512.7085

Drivers, Class-A: 
NEW PAY!

All Miles Paid, .85++ per 
loaded mile!

100% PAID Health, 
Dental, Vision and More 
for EVERY Employee!
21yoa, 1yr CDL-A w/
HazMat & Tank End, 
(H&T Exp. NOT Req) 

Martin Transport, Arcadia: 
877-353-8485

Cell: 318.680.2567

into America for mass 
distribution, it primar-
ily enforces and creates 
drub laws that have an 
adverse impact on blacks, 
Hispanics, poor whites/
blacks, others. The so-
called drug war has 
turned into trillion-dollar 
enterprises in both the 
public (government) and 
private (drug manufac-
turers and distributors) 
sectors. The number one 
target of the racist drug 
war are black Americans, 
who are subjected to the 
highest profiling, harass-
ment, arrest, convictions, 
sentencing, bonding, 
probation, felony status, 
incarceration,  parole and 
jobless rate of all races. 
Blacks are a hefty market 
and slave product, often 
arrested and held in pris-
on without due process, 
or a speedy trial. Prisons 
are built and filled with 
blacks, who once convict-
ed and labeled as a felon, 

lose his/her voting rights, 
right to bear arms, work 
rights, and over al consti-
tutional rights, and full 
citizenship. This discrim-
ination renders blacks to 
slave status that breaks 
up families, takes away 
black votes, and makes it 
easy to re-arrest blacks at 
will. America’s drug war 
is racist, discriminatory 
and unjust. Please vote!!

there appeared to be a 
misunderstanding, if the 
meeting was in fact, a 
hearing, noted by lead 
attorney Jessica Williams 
that was contradicted by 
the Board, saying that it 
was a “special call” meet-
ing. Williams wanted to 
know if it was a hearing 
as Brown was lead to 
believe, although no no-
tices were sent. However, 
Board members reiter-
ated, saying it was not a 
court challenge, that it 
was a special call meet-
ing. After a few more 
exchanges, Officer Brown 

Brown - From P.1



WORD MINISTRIES
Spreading the Gospel

P. O. Box 8061 •  318.343.0127 • Monroe, Louisiana 71211 
            wordministries1@att.net

 Bro. James Goods, Jr.

“Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that neededth not be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” (II Timothy 2:15 KJV).
For a free weekly email transcript of the UMI 
(Urban Ministries, Inc.), Sunday School Lesson 
Summary; send your email address request to 
wordministries1@att.net Thank you!

Mrs. Earnestine Green

201 Stanley Ave. • Monroe, LA
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Miller - From P.8

Green - From P.1

Shooting- From P.1

Jesus Cares Missionary Baptist Church
Marbles Community Center

2950 Renwick St. • Monroe, LA

1st-4th Sunday Worship - 11 am
Bible Study - Thursday 6:45

Pastor William & Wanda Carr

“Seeking the People 
of Isaiah 61”

See Brown, P.11

Church Signs  
318.512.7085

Family - From P.1

Brown - From P.8

Home, 2932 Renwick 
St. in Monroe, LA. Mrs. 
Green is survived by her 
husband of sixty-one 
plus years, Floyd Green 
Sr., four sons, Robert 
Green, Hubert Green 
(Natasha), Floyd Green 
Jr. (Lierre) and Lloyd 
Green, three daugh-
ters; Martha (Ramsey), 
Jackie (Keith), and Ann 
(Joseph). In addition, 
she is also survived by 
a brother, Carl “Bubba” 
(Mary), sisters, Sara 

and Linda, brothers 
in-law John, Jimmy 
(Ethel), and Steve; and 
sister in-law, Albertine; 
a plethora of grand-
children and a host of 
uncles, aunts, nieces, 
nephews, cousins, fam-
ily and friends.  Mrs. 
Green will be missed 
but will forever be in 
our hearts and prayers.

curity, with the addition 
of the state police as-
sisting the university’s 
police department in an 
effort to make students/
faculty feel safer.

Jaylin Wayne was 
taken into custody by 
Lincoln Parish authori-
ties last Thursday af-
ter the alleged suspect 
turned himself in to 
local authorities. He 
was booked on first-
degree murder charges 

following the deaths of 
Andrews and Caldwell. 
Authorities said that 
Wayne, Andrews and 
Caldwell were involved 
in an altercation, where 
Wayne allegedly pro-
duced a firearm, kill-
ing both men.  Now 
there are two griev-
ing families from the 
Farmerville area who 
must bury their loved 
ones, as another fam-
ily may have their love 

one executed, or spend 
the rest of his life in 
prison or not. Sources 
close to the Dispatch 
tell a different story. On 
the night of this tragic 
event, sources alledged 
that a fight started in 
the Grambling Student 
Apartments where five 
subjects were jumping  
suspect Jaylin Wayne. 
The source went on to 
tell the Dispatch that 
the suspect only de-
fended himself. It is 
unknown where, when 
and how a weapon was 
produced.  This is not 

what we have in mind 
when our young go off 
to college. College days 
are so much like our 
high school days, where 
lifelong friendships and 
memories are formed. 
Careers are thought 
about in college as evi-
denced by Andrews who 
was a senior criminal 
justice major at Gram-
bling, one that will not 
be realized.

Emotions are and 
will continue to run 
high during the next 
few weeks at Gram-
bling, as the memory 

of the homecoming 
weekend shooting will 
remain for a long time. 
Parents of their loved 
ones at Grambling will 
justifiably be worried/
concerned about their 
safety. No one knows 
that more than GSU 
President Gallot. No 
school leader, be it high 
school principal, or uni-
versity president wants 
a tragedy of any sort to 
happen on their cam-
pus. Sadly, these are the 
times in which we are 
living. A tragic incident 
happened at LSU not 

long ago after a frater-
nity pledge died from 
consuming too much al-
cohol as part of a “test” 
for membership. There 
was another reported 
incident of what some 
say was another sound 
of gunshots around 
Grambling just a few 
days after the campus 
shooting. However, law 
enforcement authori-
ties have assured the 
community that no 
such thing happened. 
GSU President Gallot 
is doing all that he can 
do to make sure that 
no more shootings hap-
pen at the school. He 
welcomes your prayers. 
There are three sides 
to every story. This was 
one side of this story. 
The Monroe Dispatch 
welcomes another or 
the other side of this 
story.

explained his reasons 
to halt the police chief 
exam, stating that he has 
“met all of the qualifica-
tions” as outlined by the 
exam’s guidelines in all 
operations for the posi-
tion of chief. As Brown 
was telling Board mem-
bers about his qualifica-
tions, the question of his 
time with Metro Narcotic 
Unit was asked; which 
brought a strong rebuke 
from Brown and Wil-
liams. “That has nothing 
to do with us”, said Brown 
with some anger in his 
voice. The Board said 
that it had “the right” to 
ask questions that were 
brought to their attention 
by “others”, not referring 
to fellow Board members. 
However, Brown made 

was full of life.  Willisha 
leaves to cherish her 
memories to her par-
ents, one son Jayceon 
R’Moni Miller, four sis-
ters LaQuenna Miller, 
Jimyra Miller, Taaka 
Copning and Niesha 
Woodard, four broth-
ers Terrance (Kyira) 
Miller, LaDarius Miller, 
Ed’Zavion Miller, Willie 
Woodard and a devoted 
fiance Jessie Dean.  
Willisha will be laid to 
rest on Saturday No-
vember 4, 2017 at 2pm 
at Greater Free Gift 
Baptist Church in Mon-
roe, LA. Please pray 
hard for this family to 
help ease their burden.

Elliot grabbed the pistol 
from his mother try-
ing to leave the apart-
ment. Police spoke with 
Suspect Jones who told 
police her son had been 
causing a disturbance 
around 3pm that day. 
Upon arrival police 
were informed by Jones 
that her son came into 
her room yelling at her. 

Suspect Jones said her 
son pushed her in the 
face after she got up 
out of bed which she 
believed he was going 
to harm her at which 
time she grabbed her 
pistol and fired a warn-
ing shot. Both suspects 
were charged with do-
mestic abuse battery 
aggravated assault with 

izing that medical family 
history is just as impor-
tant as our family history. 
Sharing your story may 
help save the life of a fam-
ily member or friend.

Remind everyone to 
follow the three steps to 
good breast health:

· Monthly self-breast 
-exam beginning at age 
20.

· Clinical breast exam   
every 3 years staring at 
age 20 and annually after 
age 40.

· Mammography exam 
yearly beginning at age 
40.

Get to know your 
breast, recognize and 
report any changes to 
your doctor. Remember 
breast diagnosis  are 
made daily not just in 
October.

 Annie Ruth Staten,
Survivor and Found-

er Celebrating Life Af-
ter Breast Cancer Sup-
port Group

Silence - From P.1

a firearm, with the son 
being charged with pos-
session of carrying a 
concealed weapon by 
a person convicted of 
certain felonies. There 
are three sides to every 
story. This was one side 
of this story. The Mon-
roe Dispatch welcomes 
another or the other side 
of this story.

VOTE!
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Monroe City Council Legal and Regular Session
October 10, 2017

6:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers-City Hall

MINUTES

There was a legal and regular session of the City Council of the City 
of Monroe, Louisiana held this date at the Council’s regular meeting 
place, the Council Chamber, City Hall Building 1st Floor, 400 Lea Joyner 
Memorial Expressway, Monroe, Louisiana.               

Council members present:  Ms. Woods, Mr. Wilson, Mrs. Ezernack, 
Mr. Echols, Mr. Clark.

 Council member (s) absent:  None.
Chairwoman Ezernack stated the Invocation and Pledge would be 

led by Ms. Woods or her designee, Mr. Robert Johnson, Community 
Affairs Director.

Chairwoman Ezernack proceeded by acknowledging the time for 
special announcements and/or communications.

Mrs. Ezernack welcomed each one to the meeting and acknowledged 
Mr. Hackney back to the City Council meeting.

Mr. Echols thanked and congratulated the Cooley House and their 
Board of Directors on their efforts this weekend to raise money and 
an awareness to their future projects, restoration of the property; he 
congratulated Lester Martin on his work of helping with the project; he 
thanked Kara Platt and the Garden District Neighborhood Alliance for 
hosting one of their quarterly public forums where they talked about 
several issues, they also had a candidate forum; the meeting entailed 
information on their neighborhood watch program; he thanked the Monroe 
Police Department for having their representatives from crime stoppers 
present and speaking about some of the efforts they are working on and 
teaching the neighbors to make the call, 329-2600, if you see something, 
say something, and to let the police do their jobs; he mentioned the 
City will be having special guests coming in on Friday, the La. State 
Arts Council entire Board of Directors will be present and they will be 
representing the entire State arts and cultural community and they will 
be touring different parts of Monroe, specifically downtown Monroe, the 
Cultural and Arts District and if you see them, please welcome them; he 
acknowledged the presence of Ms. Ann Smith, a huge advocate of Black 
Bayou; he said she may mention later, the Fall celebration at Black Bayou 
and if you have never been out there lately, it is a wonderful facility and 
do appreciate her efforts, her assistant, Bob Eisenstadt, and dozens, 
if not hundreds of other volunteers; there will be a Fall celebration and 
a 5k run; he mentioned another great community event happening this 
week to benefit the Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter, the event is Raise 
the Woof, not raise the roof, this Thursday night at Flying Tigers Brewery 
from 5:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. to raise dollars to restore and build a 
new animal shelter for the Parish.

Ms. Woods welcomed each one present and thanked them for 
coming; she stated she had the pleasure to attend the re-opening of 
the Plum Street underpass  and it is wonderful to have the underpass 
opened again; you don’t know what it feels like when you forget that it 
is closed and you are in a hurry and have gone that way and then have 
to turn around and go another direction and the train is on the track; she 
thanked Ms. Kim Golden and the Engineering group, the Public Works 
and everyone that played a major role in the project, it is a joy to have 
it opened; she thanked Chief Ellis and the Heat team for their efforts 
in dealing with and addressing the hot spots in the community, as her 
phone has been ringing off the hook with good things and wanted to 
personally and publicly thank them for that; she thanked MFD Chief 
Williams and his team for their community presence  and dissemination 
of information during Fire protection week.

Mr. Wilson welcomed each one present and said it was good to see Mr. 
Hackney present, as prayers have been made for him; he acknowledged 
Pastor Bishop Luther Black and congratulated him; he acknowledged the 
passing of Mr. Julian Gray, former principal, superintendent, educator and 
asked prayers for that family and all others who have lost loved ones; 
he thanked the pastors and members at Piney Grove, Deuteronomy, 
Mt. Pleasant, and St. Mary Baptist Churches and Unity of Faith for them 
going out on Saturday into the communities and praying for the young 
people and the elderly as they met in Oak Manor Apartments;  they 
are setting up something through Police Juror Pat Moore to go back 
in and counsel with individuals; he took some things down to the area 
and on behalf of the organization and Senior Citizens for Movement 
for our young people; he thanked all of the individuals responsible for 
their outreach and Pastor Ike Byrd for having his Associate Minister 
and some Deacons there as they prayed also for the young people; he 
thanked the Administration for the work on the underpass at Plum Street; 
he acknowledged Mr. PPW being present and said that he visited the 
young victim of the shooting at Benoit and prayed with him; he wanted 
to go on record to say that he talked with City Marshal Wince Highshaw 
and asked him if he would be interested in helping with the security at 
the community centers and he said on the record to let the people know 
whatever he can do for security, that his office stands ready to put forth 
men and women in the centers; he met with former Chairman Council-
man Clark and shared this information with him and going forward am 
hopeful a conversation, a dialogue will start; Mr. Wilson stated that he 
sent an email to the Mayor on last week asking him to please consider 
putting officers in the centers and even metal detectors there because 
we must protect our young people; the centers are a safe haven and 
we are losing the young people day after day, certainly there are some 
things that we can do; the gentleman came into the center, walked out 
to his car and came back in and believes if there had been an officer 
present, that it never would have happened and an innocent young man 
was shot and we are praying for his recovery.

Mr. Clark welcomed each one and stated he wanted to echo the 
same sentiments that Mr. Wilson expressed; he welcomed Ms. Shirley, 
the best female golfer in town, as well as Mr. PPW; he stated that he 
has been in and out of town and that Mr. Wilson shared with him what 
happened to Mr. PPW’s grandson  and his prayers for him and his family; 
he acknowledged the presence of Mr. Wayne Hackney and welcomed 
him back; he expressed importance of voting for the SEDD hotel, motel 
tax that will be coming up on November 18; he thanked Senator Charles 
Jones for implementing the legislation for the SEDD tax many, many 
years ago and when he met with him five years ago during his personal 
situation, Senator Jones invited him to his office and explained to him 
the SEDD tax and what he intended to see happen with respect to the 
economic development districts that we see happening on I-20  with 
Lowes, Chucky Cheese and others, as well as what’s happening on 
Tower Drive with that economic development district and we even see 
the revitalization of downtown Monroe with DEDD and that tax; we are 
praying and hoping and believing that the people in South Monroe will 
pass the tax as it relates to SEDD hotel/motel occupancy tax, which 
will revitalize and change South Monroe and get businesses in South 
Monroe; a lot of information had to be digested, a lot of meetings were 
held and met with Councilman Wilson after meeting with Senator Jones 
to get him on board and explained to him what we needed to see happen; 
former Council members Dr. Armstrong and Ms. Blakes and others who 
were here at that time expressed and had a lot of dialogue with them and 
now through the work of Mr. Theus, the Mayor  and other members of 
the Board, a lot of hard work and here we are; I believe if we don’t pass 
this tax, which is not a tax on the people, but a two cent tax for those 
who will be staying at hotels and motels within the economic district 
which then the money will go back where it can be used for economic 
development within the district; if we don’t do it now, it will be another 
15 or 20 years down the line before we get to this point again, a lot of 
work and discussions have been had and it is now up to the people to 
decide; are we going to revitalize and change economic development 
to South Monroe or not and based on the responses and comments 
received, I believe the people will vote in favor of this tax and we need 
this tax to pass; we will be accountable and make sure this board is 
accountable of where the money is going and how the money is being 
spent for those who are worried about money; the board was dormant 
and it is active now and there are good members, good people on the 
board and you have nothing to worry about; if you do not pass this tax, 
it’s no sense in talking about lighting on 165 south, a shopping center 
or a new grocery store coming on 165 south; we must help ourselves  
and this is an opportunity to help ourselves. 

Mayor Mayo welcomed each one present said it was good to see 
everyone as we transact business for the City of Monroe; he expressed 
his appreciation of seeing PPW, his grandson and Ms. Atkins, and are 
aware of what occurred;  he stated, I had an opportunity to talk with both 
PPW and Ms. Atkins about the situation and we have had our challenges 
here as most cities have had their challenges; looking at Las Vegas and 
the huge challenge they had, and we all say what is the world coming 
to when people will come into a recreation or community center, they 
are now going into churches, and everywhere, hotels, and we have a 
lot of praying to do and thank God, we can still see him and he can still 
see us; we know it could have been worse, but thank God it wasn’t any 
worse than it was; he stated in addressing the taxes, millages and as 
Councilman Clark talked about the November 18th, 2 per cent tax that 
will be on the ballot and I am pretty confident that it will pass and I will 
be out walking and supporting it and I do know that SEDD knows that; 
I think that Councilman Clark and other Council members are aware of 
the support that need to go on in Districts 3,4,5, it’s not there and I have 
always talked about balanced growth throughout the City of Monroe and 
probably, the most attention need to be in those three districts; there is 
no question, that as I said to the Chamber, to the Northeast Louisiana 
Delegation and the CVB, we supported projects when they wanted 
and it is time for them to support  projects for the entire City and not 
just part of the City and I know that they are clear on where I stand on 
that, as well as the delegation; we do appreciate the fact that the bond 
commission unanimously approved putting it on the ballot and now it 
is up to the people; he mentioned the millages that will be on the ballot 
on November 18th as well and they are renewals; he said he already 
understands that there are people that are saying that there will be an 

increase to these millages, they are renewals, there are three on the 
ballot plus the airport, which is a milage that we passed, it was one mill 
passed several years ago and it is now time for the renewal; this has 
contributed to what you see now in our 21st century state of the art airport 
terminal and we want to keep it going; there have been at least one 
article that was not correct, as our current President says, fake news, 
saying that one of the millages was new, it had changed; I understand 
that one of our former state representatives here in Monroe sent out 
communication saying that these millages were going to be increased 
and this is just not true, not true at all; there is not an addition to what 
you are already paying as it relates to the milage; if the property value 
goes up that’s another thing, but the milage is no different; we do ask 
for public safety, maintenance, recreation and do ask for the support 
and you will be hearing more about this and will see commercials on it 
along with grassroots and it’s an opportunity for both of those millages, 
renewals plus the 2 percent on hotels, which is an opportunity to see 
tremendous progress; he said in talking with a hotel owner today,  I 
asked him how much was his rate and he told me $49.99, let’s just say 
$50.00 and two percent, you do the math, two percent of $50.00 , that’s 
what it would be, nothing really, won’t even notice it for hotels, but when 
you put it all together with the number of people that actually come to 
Monroe and stay at the hotels, it will be paid for as Councilman Clark said 
from people that are coming in from the outside and we do appreciate 
and ask for your support.   Mayor Mayo acknowledged the passing of 
Myra Gatling Akers mother’s passing recently and prayers are with her 
and her family; Mrs. Akers has done a great job as Executive Director 
of Downtown Economic Development District and you see more of 
what has happened down there and do appreciate everyone that has 
attributed to the development of downtown, but she has led the effort.

Upon a motion of Mr. Clark and seconded by Mr. Wilson, the minutes 
of the Legal and Regular session of September 26, 2017 were approved 
unanimously. (There were no comments from the public).      

PRESENTATION :  None.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:      None.
PROPOSED CONDEMNATIONS:      Public Comment:
405 N. 13th Street (Marked as 405 North 13th Street)(D4) (Owner 

-Donald McElveen) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark 
and unanimously approved for property owner to be given 90 days or 
January 11, 2018, in which to bring the structure into compliance with 
the code or demolish the structures and clean the lot. (There were no 
comments from the public).      

Comments:
Mrs. Catherine Robinson, Code Enforcement, said there was service 

in their office; Ms. Summersgill said there was service; Ms. Robinson 
said their office had contact with the owner, he came to the office and 
stated, that he was going to do some work to the structure, and as the 
photos show, nothing has been done to it; he hasn’t taken out any permits 
with them and he stated he was going to repair the seal on the left side 
of the structure and there are many repairs that need to be done to the 
structure and he needs a preliminary inspection done by the city building 
inspector to proceed with it and that hasn’t been done; she said there 
was a list of everything that needed to be done to the structure and he 
received a copy of the list; Mr. Wilson said he went by and visited the 
home and it seems the utilities are still on and asked if the gentleman 
lived there; Mrs. Robinson said it was for storage.

Mr. Wilson asked Mr. McElveen what where his plans for the property 
and if he was trying to bring it into compliance; he said he was trying to 
bring it into compliance and that was the reason for the fence being up on 
the side; he said when he looked to do repairs, it was too badly damaged, 
he said the code enforcement officer that came out and looked at the 
structure gave him information on someone that could tear it down for 
him, but that information was never emailed to him; he is trying to figure 
out his finances to get it torn down, because the property has gone too 
far to repair it; Mr. Wilson asked him if he was planning to demolish the 
structure and he said he was planning to demolish it; Mr. Wilson said 
he would give him 60-90 days and Mr. McElveen said 90 days would 
be wonderful. Motions were made; Ms. Robinson wanted to have the 
property declared blighted in case Mr. McElveen didn’t demolish the 
structure and this was added to Mr. Wilson’s motion.

Mr. Wilson asked that the picture be displayed on the screen of a 
property located around the corner from the 405 North 13th Street, which 
was in the 1100 block of Breard Street; Ms. Robinson said they already 
had that one; Mr. Wilson said he was by there and a gentleman was 
living in that structure and a board came down and doesn’t  know if he 
got hit, but it has been there for a while and wanted to know why it hadn’t 
been demolished; he asked if it had been condemned; Ms. Robinson 
said if not mistaken, that is the structure of the house of the man that 
came to their office to get aid for the structure, the blind gentleman; Mr. 
Wilson said no, the blind gentleman is at 1113 Pine Street and that one 
is the one that he and Councilman Clark on August 22, 2017 said on 
record if he could be assisted by getting him help with CDBG funds; 
he said they got a call the other day and they have not gotten a report 
on the blind gentleman at 1113 Pine Street; he asked Ms. Robinson to 
give them information on the Pine Street structure and the property on 
the screen; Ms. Robinson said the property on the screen, they had 
in their office and it may be the one and it is just addressed and they 
have been working on the address on this one and because of the ogi 
system, those addresses have not been broken down in the correct lots 
and believes this may be that address and do know this one is in the 
office; Mr. Wilson asked that information would be given to him after a 
follow-up; he also asked for a follow-up on Mr. Lee at 1113 Pine Street 
for the CDBG funds, he is legally blind and was in tears and he and 
Councilman Clark mentioned it and that if anyone is to be helped, Mr. 
Lee should be helped; Mrs. Robinson said he has been in the office 
and they are working with him; Mrs. Ezernack asked Mr. Clark if he had 
included the blighted in his second; Mr. Clark said he would second the 
blighted aspect of the motion. 

ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF BIDS:   (Public Comment)       None. 
RESOLUTIONS AND MINUTE ENTRIES:   
Council:      Public Comment:
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously 

approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7061, granting an exception to the 
Open Container Ordinance to the River Cities Humane Society for a 
Fundraiser (Tails at Twilight) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-
231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect 
thereto. (There were no public comments).

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously 
approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7062, to urge President Trump and 
Congress to continue the Federal Historic Tax Credit Program and to 
other wise provide with respect thereto. (Echols) (There were no public 
comments).

Comments:
Ms. Woods asked Mr. Echols if he would share information about the 

Federal Historic Tax Credit; Mr. Echols stated the National Parks Service 
offers a tax credit program for the restoration of blighted or historic build-
ings that are located in historic districts; he said for the City of Monroe 
that historic district would be located along DeSiard Street, along South 
Grand and it’s a dollar for dollar credit for every dollar that you spend, 
there is  a federal historic tax credit of twenty cents on the dollar; the 
resolution is written to encourage the tax reform, it is one of the few tax 
credit programs that puts dollars back into the federal coffers, as well as 
the state coffers, so it encourages redevelopment in blighted areas with 
blighted buildings and this resolution is presented to encourage the federal 
authorities and administration to consider it and continue to do what they 
have done for two decades; Ms. Woods said she was looking through 
the information and saw some of the buildings that had been recipients 
of the funds and thought SQ’s on the River, Layton Castle downtown, 
and Mr. Echols said it was Castle Hall; she questioned and was thinking 
about the building that the Historic Preservation had voted to have the 
owner and don’t remember the gentleman’s name and Mr. Echols said 
on Catalpa and she said yes; Ms. Woods said she was wondering if he 
was aware of the dollars and maybe he could have applied for and we 
had this big discussion of the windows and was wondering if he was 
really aware of that; Mr. Echols said he didn’t know, but that building is 
definitely a prime candidate for restoration tax credits; Mr. Echols said 
he is still eligible for it and if he wants to go back and follow the park 
standards; he said he would be willing to help him do it and show him 
how to do it; Ms. Woods said she thinks that would be good, since we 
want to keep it intact, the historic district and if there are dollars out 
there that people who own this blighted property could use this to help 
in the restoration, it is a good thing; Mr. Echols said it’s all about saving 
historic buildings and fixing downtown as a Main Street; Ms. Woods said 
she see Mr. K-9 in the audience. 

Department of Administration:    Public Comment:
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously 

approved to Consider an Application by Sky Lounge dba Monroe Regional 
Airport, 5400 Operation Rd., Monroe, LA 71201 for a New 2017 Class 
A Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no 
disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, 
Distance Report Cleared. (There were no public comments).

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously 
approved to Consider an Application by Portico Bar & Grill dba W. Trappey, 
L. Leavitt & R. Arthur, 2230 Tower Dr., Monroe, LA 71201 for a New 2017 
Class A Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has 
no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, 
Distance Report Cleared. (There were no public comments).

(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously 
approved to Consider an Application by Genusa’s dba C. Genusa, A. 
Williamson & R. Dickey, 815 Park Ave., Monroe, LA 71201 for a New 2018 
Class A Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has 
no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, 
Distance Report Cleared.  (There were no public comments).

(d) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously 
approved to Consider an Application by County Market dba Stephen 
Sullivan, 1900 Louisville Ave., Monroe, LA 71201 for a New 2017 Class 

B Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no 
disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, 
Distance Report Cleared. (There were no public comments).

(e) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unani-
mously approved to consider eight (8) Renewal Applications for a New 
2018 Class A Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department 
has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been approved. (There 
were no public comments).

(f) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Ms. Woods and 
unanimously approved to Consider two (2) Renewal Applications for 
a New 2018 Class G Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police 
Department has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been ap-
proved. (There were no public comments).

(g) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Echols and unani-
mously approved to Consider request from the Purchasing Division of 
the Administration Department for authorization to advertise for a one 
year supply contract of Janitorial Products.  Funds for these purchases 
will be derived from the Inventory Account, which has a balance of 
$117,729.40 and the divisions will be billed accordingly.   (There were 
no public comments).

(h) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Ms. Woods and 
unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7063, of the City Council 
of the City of Monroe, Louisiana, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor to 
enter into and execute a Professional Services Agreement with Govern-
ment Revenue Solutions, LLC, d/b/a Broussard Partners & Associates as 
per the attached agreement and further providing with respect thereto. 
(There were no public comments).

Comments:
Mr. Clark asked for an explanation of the item; Ms. Summersgill said 

the City has had this for some years now; Mr. Tim Lewis explained the 
agreement as being with an external audit group that does the sales 
and use tax, mostly they are out of state taxes and they do it by getting 
multiple parishes and they do their compliance audit;  Mr. Clark asked 
how did it differ from the auditor that we already have; he said we don’t 
go to California, New York, we mostly do local audits here and they go 
to there because they have 21 parishes; Mr. Clark asked for the point of 
the audit; he said to find money and to make sure they are in compliance 
with sales and use tax and to get us more money; Mr. Clark said he was 
confused on it and don’t understand it; Mr. Lewis said let’s say there is 
a company that is doing business in Monroe and it’s not applying the 
proper sales and use tax, they go and find that money and by doing 
this the City gets 55% of the money and they get part of the money and 
if they were doing that, chances are we wouldn’t get any money; Mr. 
Clark said if there is a company doing with us in New York, then this 
company will audit them to see if they are paying us the correct amount; 
Mr. Lewis said that was correct; he said we are doing audits and do 
have three local auditors, but there are also groups of external auditors 
that do this kind of business; Mr. Clark said he processed it all, but was 
trying to understand; Mr. Clark asked if they would like at dealers, such 
as JCPenney and where they are based from and determine, he said 
he was trying to understand; Mr. Lewis said, yes, they go there and they 
look at the records, sales and use taxes, internet sales and when they 
find something that we are owed, they charge tax; Mr. Clark asked if we 
get 55 per cent and them 45 per cent; Mr. Lewis said that was the high 
end and that we usually get more than that; Mr. Clark asked the amount 
that the City is paying them on the front end; Mr. Lewis said nothing, if 
they don’t find anything they get basically, they make their money by 
finding sales and use tax delinquencies; Mr. Clark said he doesn’t mind 
them hustling and going to look for it and getting paid if they hustle; Mr. 
Clark asked if this was any cost to the City, unless they find something 
and Mr. Lewis said that was correct.

Mr. Wilson asked for the amount that Amazon brings in taxes to the 
City; Mr. Lewis said he wasn’t allowed to tell him up here and that it is 
confidential information; he apologized to Council and said it is against 
the law for him to say what they are making and what their remaining 
sales and use tax is; Mr. Wilson asked if the City was collecting any-
thing on Amazon; he said absolutely and we started collecting it at the 
beginning of the year and they have been remitting monthly and snice 
the City of Monroe collects for all six jurisdictions, he see internet sales 
and we are getting up, the estimates are about less than fifty percent of 
what they sale on the Amazon site; he said we are not getting it all yet, 
but it is heading in that direction and there is legislation out there to try 
and get other businesses in compliance; Mr. Clark said he was curious 
and asked  Mr. Lewis if he said it was against the law to tell this body, 
what we are getting from a municipality stand point of what Amazon is 
paying the City; Mr. Lewis said he can’t tell Council what they are making 
and what they are remitting; Mr. Clark said that’s fine and he asked the 
legal department, Ms. Summersgill, if there was a law on the books that 
prohibits Mr. Lewis from telling Council what Amazon is paying the City; 
Ms. Summersgill said there are things that are confidential, it would be 
and you would have to apply it to, if you had a private business here 
in town and you have some exclusions that are public work and one of 
those things are how much money, you as a business is making and 
remitting in taxes; Mr. Clark said it seems this should be against the 
law for them to withhold it; Ms. Summersgill said there are a lot of little 
exclusions that people can’t get to; Mr. Clark said and there are moms 
and pops businesses in Monroe that can’t make it; Mr. Lewis said he 
is only allowed to tell them what is on the occupational license base.

Mr. Wilson asked if taxes were up and how were things looking now; 
Mr. Lewis said in August we would have been up for the first time in a 
while had it not been for an amended return that came in and it’s basically 
someone gave us money that wasn’t ours and we had to give it back, 
it was there mistake and had that not happened, we would have been 
up.  Mr. Wilson mentioned to Chief Ellis, MPD about him seeing Walmart 
store manager on Louisville and he asked if the City could make some 
drive-through there during the day and night, because there are a lot 
of people just hanging out some of the citizens in Monroe are afraid to 
shop there and they are losing a lot of dollars there; he said he met with 
Mr. Tim Lewis a few months ago and talked about the taxes, numbers 
and where we need to be and just happened to be at Walmart and he 
asked the manager if there was anything that we could do and he said 
once a call goes out on a shoplifter, the City responds quickly and they 
do appreciate it, but they asked for a friendly drive through by MPD, 
regularly; people are jumping out of cars and asking people for money 
and some of the people are afraid to come there and if this can be taken 
care of it would be appreciated.   

Department of Planning & Urban Development:      Public Comment:
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously 

approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7064, reappointing John Smith to the 
Monroe Planning Commission of the City of Monroe, and further providing 
with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).

Comments:
Mrs. Ezernack asked if Mr. Smith was present and wanted to thank 

him for serving and agreeing to serve again. 
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously 

approved to Consider request by Living Water Outreach for a Major 
Conditional Use Permit that authorizes the use of the existing structure 
(1100 Jackson Street) for worship and bible study. The Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance allows a house of worship/church as a Major Conditional 
Use in the B-3, General Business/Commercial District. Major Conditional 
Uses are those uses that require another level of approval, therefore 
this request comes before the City Council for their approval in addition 
to that of the Planning Commission.  (There were no public comments).

Comments:
Mr. Wilson thanked Rev. Black for the work that his church is doing.
Legal Department:    Public Comment:        None.
Mayor’s Office:     Public Comment:
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and 

unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7065, accepting and  
adopting the Hazard Mitigation Plan for City of Monroe, Louisiana and 
further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).

Comments:
Mr. Echols stated to Ms. Golden, right after the 2016 floods, there 

were different damages caused to different districts in the City; he sent 
a list of either nine or twelve infrastructures specific projects and know 
that it kind of ducktails into the masterplan; he asked from the nine or 
twelve proposed projects asked if she could in the future if she could 
give an update on them; he said each Council member would may want 
to see it district by district, and it would be valuable information that we 
could take back to our constituents on some of the proposed projects 
that will impact district by district. 

(b) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unani-
mously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7066,  authorizing James E. 
Mayo to enter into a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the 
City of Monroe and the Miss Monroe Pageant Organization as per the 
attached agreement and further providing with respect thereto. (There 
were no public comments).

Comments:
Mayor Mayo thanked Ms. Hayes for her service to the Miss Monroe 

Pageant Organization, as she has worked diligently with the pageant 
and for a number of years she has produced winners; the winners have 
placed in the top ten and a couple of times have been Ms. Louisiana. 

Department of Public Works:    Public Comment:
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously 

approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7067,  authorizing James E. Mayo, 
Mayor, to submit an application for state financial assistance to the State 
of Louisiana, Department of Transportation and Development, Division of 
Aviation (LA DOTD) for the Monroe Regional Airport and further providing 
with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).

(b) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Ms. Woods and 
unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7068, offered by the 
Monroe Regional Airport authorizing Mayor Mayo to accept a grant of-
fer from the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development 
(LDOTD) in the amount of $101,860.00 for the Design of Runway 14/32 
Extension – Phase I (Design) for the Monroe Regional Airport, and 
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ZION TRAVELER BAPTIST CHURCH
Announcement

The pulpit at The Zion Traveler Bap-
tist Church is vacant. All preachers 
and pastors interested in being consid-
ered for filling this important position 
are asked to provide a letter by mail to 
the church, directed to the attention of 
Deacon Roderick Gaddis, Chairman Of 
The Pulpit Committee. The address of 
the church is 200 S. 11 th Street, Monroe, 
Louisiana, 71201. An application form 
will be mailed to all Baptist ministers 
who send letters of interest.

further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).
(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously 

approved to Consider a request from the Louisiana Purchase Garden 
& Zoo of the Community Affairs Department for authorization from the 
City Council for the Purchasing Division to advertise for a one (1) year 
supply contract of Animal Food for the Zoo. Funds will be derived from 
the Food Account and the division will be billed according to purchase. 
(There were no public comments).

Comments:
Mr. Echols said we have done this several times and asked if we were 

continuing to advertise for it and not getting the right bids in; Mr. Heard 
said it is done on an annual basis, for a one year supply.

Department of Community Affairs:    
ADD-ON:  Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mrs. Ezernack 

and unanimously approved to add to the agenda to adopt a Resolution 
of the Monroe City Council authorizing the transfer of funds from the 
Economic Development Fund to the Department of Community Affairs 
for repairs to ball fields at Saul Adler Community Center and further 
providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).

Comments:
Mayor Mayo said the issue came up in the District meeting at Saul 

Adler; the Monroe Youth Baseball Association came and voiced their 
concerns about the fields in the Saul Adler areas regarding drainage 
issues and other issues; the association has been very supportive with 
the baseball fields and are committing to doing some work and the ball 
fields belong to the City; he said he would support their efforts and this 
issue is time sensitive in getting the ball fields ready and Mr. Johnson 
has been working with them on the issue; he corrected a typo in the 
resolution to be community affairs and not community development; 
the $15,000 will go toward the 13,14 year old fields and $5,000 toward 
the softball field.

Mr. Clark asked Ms. Summersgill if Saul Adler had gotten repaired 
when the other fields were repaired; she said she wasn’t sure, but the 
fields washed away with the excessive rain and if it’s not done they won’t 
have grass for next year; Mr. Clark said he remembers the ball fields 
were a hot topic and Council wanted to ensure that all the baseball fields 
would be in good shape for the kids; he asked specifically that work at 
Benoit field be done and the one on Burg Jones Lane; he said Mr. Gray 
would come up and talk about the grass being overgrown and the field 
not being in good shape and the cage behind the umpire having a hole 
in it, when the pitcher pitched and the catcher would miss the ball, it 
would go toward the parking lots; she said she remembered it and there 
were some upgrades made to the field; he said he just has questions 
and wants to see what can be done, he see that the money is there and 
his only concern is tonight that it is an add-on and we are only focusing 
on one field as opposed to some of the other fields; he asked Mr. Truck 
Johnson if he could answer some of the questions.

Mr. Truck Johnson commented that all of the fields in Monroe have 
been worked on and there is no special privilege with it being North or 
South; before Mr. Johnson came on board they worked on the Wossman 
field, there is no participation at the Lida Benton field, they are cut, but 
never played on; the ball fields on the north side are being played on; 
the field has been cut and is ready to be played on at Powell Recreation 
Center; Chennault park handles them; the baseball field at Saul Adler 
has been turned over and worked, from the north to the south and the 
bender field, the softball and baseball are active versus what is taking 
place on the south side as it relates to the softball and baseball; Mr. 
Clark asked Mr. Johnson if he saw too that this is something that need 
to be done; Mr. Johnson said there will always be a need for work to 
be done to the fields even when the season is over and Saul Adler is 
deplorable and it is time to do a change on it.

Mrs. Ezernack said to Mr. Clark that he had a friend  who has a girls 
softball league and they met out there, were able to do a lot of things for 
them, but the drainage issue is something that struggle with and before 
the flood, there was a huge meeting out there with engineering along 
with Mr. Johnson and others who had a say in what needed to be done 
and came up with a plan, but unfortunately, when we had the flood that 
it went by the wayside and this is something that have struggled with 
for a long time and will say at the neighborhood meeting, there were 
quite a few people there from softball and Monroe Youth Baseball and 
they were very quick to tell them that they had participation from all over 
the City that come to Saul Adler park; she said Mr. Clark’s questions 
as far as participation is they are serving the entire community and we 
need to help them out.

Mr. Wilson said he understands what Councilman Clark is saying; 
one of the things in talking with Mr. Frank Taylor and he was trying 
to get kids to participate in Softball and baseball, there was a good 
group going forward in the Lida Benton park and baseball fields, but 
the bathrooms have been vandalized and they are still shut down and 
closed including the restrooms; when the kids were coming they would 
be taken to different homes to use the restroom and this put a sour 
taste in the mouths of people; he talked about cameras being installed 
at the last budget hearing including putting them at Lida Benton and 
Mt. Nebo parks, which he and Mr. Clark share that district; he said if the 
restrooms could be open for the citizens, then maybe could get some 
of the church’s to recruit the kids and do know that Mr. Taylor has done 
an outstanding job as well as Mr. Truck Johnson and others;  several 
hundred thousands of dollars have been tied up into new facilities, new 
bathrooms and they need to be re-opened for those kids at the park 
and they may not be playing baseball, but they may be playing on the 
playground and have somewhere to go and said he will continue to 
preach at it and push it to get it done.

Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mrs. Ezernack and unani-
mously approved to Adopt Resolution No.  7069, of the Monroe City 
Council authorizing the transfer of funds from the Economic Development 
Fund to the Department of Community Affairs for repairs to ball fields at 
Saul Adler Community Center and further providing with respect thereto. 
(There were no public comments).

Police Department:      Public Comment:   None.  
Fire Department:     Public Comment:    None. 
Engineering Services:        Public Comment:
(a) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Echols and 

unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7070, accepting the base 
bid of Dixie Overland Construction, LLC. in the amount of $753,000 for 
the WTP Sedimentation Basin Sludge Removal System Project, and 
further authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a 
contract for said work. (There were no public comments).

Comments:
Mr. Wilson asked for the amount of DBE participation; Mr. Holland 

said it was 3 per cent.
Mr. Echols asked if this item had gone out for bids before; Mr. Hol-

land said it did and it was slightly higher this time, but they are going to 
accept it; it is a specialty item and you have a few vendors that it can 
be purchased from and it is what it is; Mr. Echols asked what was the 
previous bid amounts ranges; Mr. Holland said he couldn’t remember 
because it has been 4-6 months since being done and it was also high; 
Mr. Holland said Sean Benton, Water Treatment plant agreed to this 
to go with it.

Ms. Golden said the bid was over $900,000 and there were only two 
vendors that bided and there were four that bided on this and they were 
much closer and it is a good deal.

Mr. Wilson thanked Mr. Curt Kelly for the DBE report.
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously 

approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7071, authorizing James E. Mayo, 
Mayor, to execute Change Order No. One (1) to the City Street Striping 
Phase II Contract, between the City of Monroe and Highway Graphics, 
LLC, for an increase in the contract amount of $23,518.00 and an 
increase in the contract time of twenty (20) days and further providing 
with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).

Comments:
After the vote was taken, Mrs. Ezernack stated there was a change 

in the days of the contract time from 20 days to 74 days; she asked 
Ms. Summersgill if they needed to do anything to change it; she said 
they need to amend it; Mrs. Ezernack said it was her mistake; Motions 
to amend were made to include the 74 days. Mr. Echols asked if this 
could be done after the vote was taken.

(c) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Clark and unani-
mously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7072, authorizing James E. 
Mayo, Mayor, to execute a Right of Way Agreement with Omega Rail 
Management for the north area Sewer System Improvements Basin 
MR-27(A)/30/31 Rehabilitation Project, and further providing with respect 
thereto. (There were no public comments).

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:  Public 
Comment:

 (a) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously 
approved to Introduce an Ordinance authorizing the City of Monroe to 
take Corporeal Possession of the property described below and sell to 
Jeff Liner all rights, title and interest that the City may have acquired 
to a lot in Lot 3, Sq. 13, Hudson Riverside Addition, Ouachita Parish, 
District 1, Monroe, La, by adjudication at tax sale dated July 9, 2009, and 
further with respect thereto. (Legal) (There were no public comments).

Comments:
Mrs. Ezernack stated the property was located in District 1, and not 

in District 2 as printed.
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mrs. Ezernack and 

unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance amending Ordinance 
No. 11,469 Setting Fees for certain recreational facilities and activities 
at City of Monroe Recreational Facilities and further providing with 
respect thereto. (City Code Sec.25-64) (Comm.Affairs) (There were no 
public comments).

Comments:
Mrs. Myra Akers stated that the River Market was five years old, opening 

in 2012; a video was shown showcasing the River Market and some of 
the small business owners at the market; she commended the business 
owners for doing the commercial; she said the duck commander opened 
their business at the River  market before they opened their store front 
and used it as a test market; she mentioned several other businesses 
including Hemline, Landry Vineyards, Monroe Jumpers, Chabos, Iantha 
Thomas Catering, Will Evans and these are some of the main businesses 
who launched their businesses at the River Market; it has been a great 
launching pad; Chris Spiers, Pelican State clothing launched his business 
there and now has a store at the mall and is expanding to Mississippi, he 
is still at the River Market, as he sees the value of the market provided 
to him; Mr. Wilson asked Ms. Akers to explain the fees for what they are 
getting for the extra space; she explained they would be moving toward 
the handmade, healthy artisans and they want to draw local vendors, the 
mom and pops and want them to be able to be given a chance to expand 
their business, yet be affordable; she explained the fees as previously 
had a 71/2 x 14 ½ ft. space for $40 and it has been doubled to $80 and 
is offering the $40 booth at the same price and for those needing the 
extra space without hurting their pockets, they want to offer that for $70; 
if they become a regular vendor, it’s called a permanent space, where 
they are with the market the entire season, and you have four or more 
events, that becomes a $60 space and they end up getting a double 
space for $60, if they play their cards right and want them to stay with 
the market to help them understand which market is best for them; all 
other vendor spaces have stayed the same to try to draw them in; she 
said with the non-artisan booths instead of it being a small space, they 
want that space to be spread out and only lock it in to a double booth 
and feel that giving them the more space allows the guest to walk in to 
the booth, it makes it more inviting and doesn’t seem as crunched and 
it is for safety reasons, they won’t trip on things and it is visually more 
appealing; the increases for trash pickup and when the park is rented, 
there is a $50 deposit and if they don’t clean up after themselves, then 
the River Market keeps the deposit to help pay for the staff that will 
clean up the trash; there is a grease dumping proposed fee to stop the 
dumping of grease from happening; Mr. Wilson wished the River Market 
a happy fifth birthday; Mrs. Akers said they had people from Arkansas, 
Texas, Mississippi attending the River Market.

       RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING 
AND FINAL ADOPTION  SUBJECT TO PUBLIC HEARING: Public 
Comment:       None. 

 CITIZENS PARTICIPATION:
1.  Mr. Frank Harris, citizen, spoke regarding problems with shoot-

ing at Club Nouvea; Mr. Harris is a resident of Francis Towers and he 
said the residents are afraid to walk for exercise for fear of being shot 
through the fence; he said the City has done a beautiful job, but still 
need some more attention.

2.  Ms. Millie Atkins, citizen, spoke regarding children and have had 
conversations within the last week with each one except Mrs. Ezernack 
and she is on her list; she thanked Mr. Wilson and Mr. Clark for what 
they have done in talking to Marshal Highshaw in reference to security 
at the recreation centers; she said it is unfortunate that we are living 
and seeing a culture of violence, not just in the nation but the world, it’s 
on television, news, playgrounds and everywhere; she said to have a 
City facility that does not provide safety and protection for children, it 
is putting them at risk; she asked that the City would consider placing 
security of police protection at our recreation centers; she said a couple 
of weeks ago when her nephew went to the recreation center to play 
basketball, he wasn’t expecting someone to walk in with a gun and start 
shooting and unfortunately he did get shot and the bullet is still in his 
leg, they can’t remove it because it creates more danger for him; she 
said to have a recreation center, any public facility that does not have 
protection at peak times for children, is showing that you don’t value their 
lives; she asked for help and said she doesn’t think there is anything in 
the city administration’s budget that is more important than protecting 
and providing for the well-being of children; she thanked those that she 
talked with and for their help.

3.  Mr. Foster Wilhite, citizen, spoke regarding the shooting at the 
recreation center; the young man shot was his grandson and he thanked 
Mr. Wilson, Mr. Clark and Marshal Highshaw; he thanked Mr. Wilson 
for visiting his grandson and praying for him while he was hospitalized 
from being shot at the recreation center; he introduced council to his 
grandson who got shot at the center; he explained what happened at 
the center and how his grandson was an innocent bystander; he came 
to previous council meeting and said his statement was the same and 

he thanked God it wasn’t a lot worse, someone could have been killed; 
the bullet hit his grandson in the leg and it could have missed him and 
hit someone else and they could have been killed; he said people off 
the street should not be able to walk into the  centers and start shooting, 
things have changed from how they once were at the centers, but now 
the world is different and changes must now be made from how it once 
was; he said he doesn’t want to see any child get killed, not even get a 
bullet, as the bullet is still in his grandson’s leg; he said the doctor said 
they would try to let it work itself out and it did fracture a bone and he 
has to wear a cast so that the bone won’t break; he is thankful to God 
that his grandson is still here and hopefully something can be done.   

4.  Mr. Walt Smith, citizen, asked if papers could be passed out to 
council information regarding proposing an ordinance the act of releas-
ing balloons in Monroe; he referenced the current litter laws are not 
being enforced on those who do release balloons; he read a proposed 
ordinance regarding the release of balloons; mentioned a Ouachita 
Green video that featured local leaders stating no excuses for littering 
and agrees there should be no litter, regardless to what it may be and 
including balloons.

5.  Ms. Ann Bloxom Smith, citizen, spoke regarding a letter she received 
today by email, addressed to the City and is from Jerelyn Hoaie, Regional 
Representative of the National Wildlife Federation; the letter was read 
by Ms. Smith which referenced the city considering a moratorium on 
balloon releases in the City of Monroe and the impact of the devastation 
on wildlife; she thanked MFD Chief Terry Williams for being responsive to 
her concerns about a balloon release on yesterday and his responsibility 
to the environment;  she congratulated Chief Williams and his staff for 
the fire rating and respect they have in the community; she thanked 
Mr. Greg Smith, Keep Monroe Beautiful and Mr. Mike Vining for their 
willingness to discuss this issue.

6.  Ms. Marilyn Denoux, citizen, she asked the difference between 
the city lights and the two types of bulbs, the more rose colored bulbs 
and the white bulbs; she asked if one produced greater light than the 
other and she asked if the wattage of the lights that shined out on the 
streets be increased; she said the reason she asked is because there 
are people in the city that are not willing to leave their outside lights on 
at night, the Mayor is leading a valiant fight to address crime; she said 
she is hearing the reason why people aren’t leaving their lights on at 
night is because there is plenty of light coming from the city lights; she 
asked what time do the city lights come off and what time do they go 
off and who could she speak to and get better clarification on it;   Mrs. 
Ezernack said it would be Entergy,  because the lights are controlled 
by them and they change the bulbs and know the schedule ; Mr. Echols 
said Roderick Worthy would be the contact for Entergy.

7.  Ms. Gladys Smith, citizen, thanked everyone for the Plum Street 
underpass ribbon cutting and it being repaired; she thanked the Council 
and Mayor for supporting SEDD for the two percent hotel tax; she said 
the big signs they put out may be controversial, and Sir Speedy did them 
and they were $650 and SEDD did give them $675 to hold and give 
them a credit, so that they could be covered by private donations; she 
said the small flyers that are out were $2200 and they are raising that 
money to replace that and if anything comes up, that has been covered 
and will refund the City the $2200 and she will give $1,000 from her 
personal funds; the $650 on the big signs have been done, and what 
they did was give them credit and will have signs made to go on the 
building with that and wanted to let everyone know so that if it comes 
up it has been taken care of and it was brought to their attention; she 
thanked everyone for their support.

8.  Mr. Tyrone Dickens, citizens, spoke regarding the young man being 
shot at Benoit recreation and he was the first person that Mr. PPW called 
was him and he notified a lady officer; they young man who shot the 
victim didn’t want to turn himself in and he was able to talk with the young 
man and told him that he made a mistake, and he can’t undo what he 
had done, but to not continue causing more; he has been with the victim 
the whole step of the way being there for the kids; the second issue he 
spoke on was the shooting in Vegas at a club; instead of trying to shut 
everything down or push people to shut things down, you should get 
the shooter; MPD was there when a guy came from Shreveport driving 
down the highway and shooting and Detective Booth grabbed the gun 
and told everyone to get down and get out of the way; shootings are 
happening everywhere, in all the Districts and somethings don’t get told 
on certain areas, news people aren’t there and some things are hidden 
from the news people, like at Francis Tower when a security guard got 
shot and it wasn’t all over the news and somethings are hushed; he said 
we should be fair with everybody and until we stick together and get 
the kids out and stop throwing blame on the Chief, Mayor, City Council, 
Fire Chief or whomever; the kids need to get locked up for the guns 
and do something about it, instead of pointing fingers at everybody; he 
said you can’t go around and shut everything down, an alley, a store, 
until you get the shooters; he said he saw a text message that the boys 
have Uzi’s, out here selling them like it is candy out of the store; he said 
nobody called and told him about it, but two of the police guys are the only 
ones that came and talked with him; he said he can show the pictures 
on his phone, they were at a store selling Uzi’s; he asked if anyone had 
picked up any of the Uzi’s; he said until you reach the problem and stop 
trying to go around that problem, it’s not going to happen; he talked with 
District Attorney Steve Tew, he reached out to him by having someone 
call him and asked him how could they get the guns off of the street; he 
said he feels the same way with the Council, that need to reach out to 
each other and find out, because everything have to get voted in from 
Council and then it goes to the Mayor, not vote against stuff; we have 
to get the guns off the street, because nobody up here is income taxed, 
it doesn’t exempt nobody’s family.

A motion to adjourn was announced by Council Chairwoman Ezernack; 
Mr. Wilson asked if he could make a comment.  Mr. Wilson stated that 
Nuevo is in my District and I have been getting calls after calls concerning 
Nuevo and my position on this Nuevo is to protect the senior citizens and 
the elderly and if we have to close it down we will close it down; he said 
I am here to protect the senior citizens and the elderly; two and three 
o’clock in the morning all kinds of noise is going on, all kind of activity 
is going on and getting calls after calls from the elderly; if that need be 
to close it down, my vote is to close it down.

Mr. Dickens commented and Mrs. Ezernack said we were not going 
to talk about this on this evening; Mr. Dickens said that wasn’t right and 
speak on what he said; Mrs. Ezernack called for a motion to adjourn, 
motion made by Mr. Wilson; Mrs. Ezernack told Mr. Dickens to come 
the next time; Mr. Dickens told Mr. Wilson, that he was wrong for that, 
wrong for that, wrong for that, but that’s okay though.

There being no further business to come before the Council, the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m., upon a motion of Mr. Wilson and 
seconded by Mr. Echols.

Mrs. Gretchen Ezernack, Council Chairwoman 
Ms. Carolus S. Riley, Council Clerk
Ms. Jacqueline Benjamin, Council Secretary
*For extended details on the Council meeting please call the Council 

Clerk, Monday-Friday at 329-2252; also, a recording of the minutes can 
be sent via email to you.  

brief comments about his 
stint with Metro, while 
admonishing the Board 
that it had nothing to 
do with his application. 
Williams also mentioned 

that none of the other ap-
plicants were asked ques-
tions about any “contro-
versies” while on the job.

There may have been 
other questions about 

Brown’s time with Metro, 
but his attorneys would 
not allow any more, as 
they stated that Brown 
was there to talk about 
why he was rejected from 

taking the exam. Brown 
talked at lengths about 
his experiences as a police 
officer, noting that he has 
degrees, and has worked 
in many capacities within 

the police department. 
He also mentioned that 
he was “almost killed 
twice” as an officer, but 
he didn’t mention that as 
part of his overall life ex-

periences when filling out 
the application. He said 
that he “worked closely” 
with police chiefs who 
have the power to del-
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For Rent
3B/2BTH. Includes Master Suite. Hard-
wood floors, Ceramic Tiled Kitchen and 
Bathroom. Huge Living room and bed-
rooms. Good Credit, Good Job, Multi-In-
come Household = Low Security Deposit. 
(Will accept Section 8, security deposit 
$1200) 318.791.3315

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR IMMEDIATE 
OCCUPANCY FOR 3, 4 and 5 BEDROOMS

Apply in person at any of the on-site management offices
listed below or at 210 Harrison Street, Monroe

 or contact cookst@monroeha.com

One to Five bedroom Apartments & Single-Family Homes with:
•  Complete energy-efficient appliance package
•  Professional landscape package - lawn maintenance included
•  24 hour on-call emergency maintenance
•  Rent based on income

Properties for Family Living

Burg Jones Plaza 329-1390
2601 Burg Jones Ln, Monroe

Robinson Place 329-1391
1107 Miliken Dr, Monroe

Miller Square 329-1392
4200 Matthew St., Monroe

Breece-Lock Place 329-1386
306 Winnsboro Rd., Monroe

Johnson-Carver 329-1388
31 Carroll Drive, Monroe

Foster Heights 329-1389
800 Swayze, Monroe

www.monroehousing.com

Monroe Housing Authority is an Equal Housing Opportunity.  
Anyone who requires special services should contact MHA 
at 318-388-1500.
Those who are hearing impaired should call 
TDD/TTY 1-800-545-1833 ext. 872.  

Now Leasing!
NEW LOWER 
FLAT RENTS!

Leadership Worth FoLLoWing
Spirit of Deliverance Church of God In Christ 
Monroe LA honored humble servants Pastor 
Ronald and First Lady Marilyn Green for  7 years 
of tireless kingdom building and service  Sunday 
October 15. Special guests were Pastor Robert 
M. Moody, Holy Way Ministries Family Worship 
Center. 

PASTOR SEARCH
 
The New Saint James Baptist Church is searching for a new 

pastor with the following qualifications:
 Must have 4 years of pastoral experience or 5-7 years of 

consecutive ministerial experience under the supervision of a 
pastor.

 
Preferably with theological college, seminary degree, semi-

nary training certificates
 
     • Bible educated, licensed and ordained

     • Preferably married

     • Works with all the churches organizations leaders

     • Works with the church’s associate ministers

     • Abides by the bylaws of the church

 
Interested candidates please submit a current resume with 3 letters 

of reference (none from family members); copies of degrees/certificates 
and a current photograph to the

New Saint James Baptist Church
PASTORAL SELECTION COMMITTEE

c/o Pastor William E. Armstrong
1010 Richwood Road #1

Monroe, LA  71202
 
The deadline for submission of resumes is November 26, 2017.

Pastor Ronald and First Lady Marilyn Green

Brown - From P.11
egate whom they wanted 
to appoint to a position.

Attorney Williams 
spent extensive time 
questioning the qualifica-
tions of other applicants, 
whose qualifications also 
raised serious questions. 
Williams listed several 
applicants that “had nei-
ther the required time/
experience nor the need-
ed degrees for which the 
guidelines called. Brown 
said that his qualifica-
tions “could be verified”. 
Some questions asked by 
the Board “on behalf of 
others” appears to have 
come from who may have 
been fellow officers, as 
evidenced by the Metro 
inquiry. One officer that 
had worked in a supervi-
sory position offered by 
Brown was according to 
Brown, “questioning his 
qualifications, which was 
very hurtful”. On a mo-
tion that was seconded, 
the Board voted unani-
mously allowing Brown 
to take the exam. The 
exam is scheduled No-
vember16 as at the Pub-
lic Safety Center from 
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.




